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Commontaltb uf glassHc^nsitts.
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION.
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
In accordance with the provisions of chapter 347 of the Acts 
of the year 1890, under which the Free Public Library Commis­
sion was organized, the commission herewith presents its seven­
teenth report, covering the calendar year 1906.
T h e  Commission .
No change has taken place in the commission during the year.
B ooks fu rn ish ed  to L ib r a r ie s .
The final installment of books under the provisions of chapter 
233 of the Acts of 1900 has been supplied to the following towns 
during the year : —
Dana, Monterey, Peru,
Goshen, Montgomery, Phillipston,
Halifax, Mount Washington, Plainfield,
Hawley, New Ashford, Sunderland,
Lakeville, New Braintree, Tolland,
Leyden, Otis, Tyngsborough. — 18.
A first installment has been sent to the town of Savoy.
The following towns have not yet availed themselves of the 
benefit of the law: Auburn, Boylston, Clarksburg, Middleton, 
Shutesbury, Southampton and Washington, and a second in­
stallment is due to the towns of Brimfield, Gay Head and Lanes- 
borough.
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T owns classified  as to L ibra ries .
The following classification of the towns, revised to date, 
shows the free library facilities they now enjoy: —
Class 1.
Towns which have libraries owned and controlled by the town and free for 
circulation to all the people.
Abington, Charlton, Freetown,
Acushnet, Chelmsford, Gay Head,
Adams, Chelsea, Gill,
Agawam, Chester, Goshen,
Alford, Chesterfield, Gosnold,
Amesbury, Chicopee, Granby,
Andover, Chilmark, Granville,
Arlington, Clarksburg, Greenfield,
Ashburnham, Clinton, Greenwich,
Ashby, Cohasset, Groton,
Ashland, Colrain, Groveland,
Athol, Conway, Hadley,
Attleborough, Dalton, Halifax,
Auburn, Dana, Hamilton,
Avon, Dartmouth, Hampden,
Bellingham, Dedham, Hancock,
Belmont, Deerfield, Hanover,
Berkley, Dennis, Hanson,
Berlin, Dighton, Hardwick,
Beverly, Douglas, Harvard,
Blackstone, Dover, Hatfield,
Blandford, Dracut, Hawley,
Bolton, Dudley, Heath,
Boston, Dunstable, Holbrook,
Bourne, East Bridgewater, Holden,
Boxborough, Eastham, Holland,
Boylston, East Longmeadow, Holliston,
Bridgewater, Edgartown, Hopedale,
Brimfield, Egremont, Hubbardston,
Brockton, Erving, Hudson,
Brookfield, Essex, Hull,
Brookline, Everett, Huntington,
Burlington, Fall River, Hyde Park,
Cambridge, Falmouth, Kingston,
Canton, Fitchburg, Lakeville,
Carlisle, Florida, Lancaster,
Carver, Foxborough, Lanesborough,
Charlemont, Framingham, Leicester,
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Leominster,
Leverett,
Leyden,
Longmeadow,
Lowell,
Ludlow,
Lunenburg,
Lynn,
Lynnfield,
Manchester,
Mansfield,
Marblehead,
Marlborough,
Marshfield,
Mashpee,
Mattapoisett,
Maynard,
Medfield,
Medford,
Medway,
Melrose.
Mendon,
Merrimac,
Middleborough,
Middlefield,
Middleton,
Milford,
Millbury,
Millis,
Milton,
Monroe,
Montague,
Monterey,
Montgomery,
Mount Washington, 
Nahant,
Natick,
Needham,
New Ashford,
New Bedford,
New Braintree, 
Newburyport,
New Marlborough, 
New Salem, 
Newton,
Norfolk,
North Adams,
Northampton,
North Andover, 
North Attleborough, 
Northborough, 
North Brookfield, 
Northfield,
North Reading, 
Norwood,
Oakham,
Orange,
Orleans,
Otis,
Oxford,
Paxton,
Peabody,
Pelham,
Pepperell,
Peru,
Phillipston,
Plainfield,
Plympton,
Prescott,
Provincetown,
Quincy,
Reading,
Revere,
Richmond,
Rochester,
Rockland,
Rockport,
Rowe,
Rowley,
Royalston,
Russell,
Rutland,
Salisbury,
Sandisfield,
Sandwich,
Saugus,
Savoy,
Seekonk,
Sharon,
Sheffield,
Shelburne,
Sherborn,
Shirley,
Shrewsbury,
Sluitesbury,
Somerset,
Somerville,
Southampton,
Southborough,
Southbridge,
South Hadley,
Southwick,
Spencer,
Sterling,
Stoneham,
Stoughton,
Stow,
Sturbridge,
Sudbury,
Sunderland,
Sutton,
Swampscott,
Swansea,
Taunton,
Templeton,
Tewksbury,
Tolland,
Topsfield,
Townsend,
Truro,
Tyngsborough,
Tyringham,
Upton,
Uxbridge,
Wakefield,
Wales,
Walpole,
Waltham,
Warwick,
Watertown,
Wayland,
Webster,
Wellfleet,
Wendell,
Wenham, 
Westborough, 
West Boylston, 
West Bridgewater, 
West Brookfield, 
Westford, 
Westminster,
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West Newbury, Whately, Winchendon,
Weston, Whitman, Winchester,
Westport, Wilbraham, Windsor,
West Springfield, Williamsburg, Winthrop,
West Stockbridge, Williamstown, Worcester,
Westwood, Wilmington, Wrentham. — 274.
Weymouth,
Class 2.
Towns which have free libraries in which the town has some representation
Acton,
in the management. 
Franklin, Methuen,
Ayer, Georgetown, Norton,
Barre, Grafton, Palmer,
Bedford, Haverhill, Pembroke,
Belchertown, Hingham, Petersham,
Bernardston, Hinsdale, Pittsfield,
Boxford, Holyoke, Randolph,
Braintree, Lawrence, Salem,
Concord, Lenox, Springfield,
Cummington, Lexington, Warren,
Danvers, Lincoln, Wellesley,
Easthampton, Littleton, Westfield,
Enfield, Malden, Woburn. — 39.
Towns in which there
Class 3.
are free libraries to which the town appropriates
money, but is not represented in the management.
Amherst, Great Barrington, Princeton,
Ashfield, Harwich, Scituate,
Brewster, Lee, Stockbridge,
Chatham, Monson, Tisbury,
Cheshire, Nantucket, Ware,
Cottage City, Northbridge, Westhampton,
Duxbury, Plymouth, West Tisbury. — 22.
Gardner,
Class 4.
Towns in which there are free libraries which have no connection with the
. Barnstable,
town.
Gloucester, Raynham,
Becket, Hopkinton, Rehoboth,
Billerica, Ipswich, Wareham,
Buckland, Marion, Worthington,
Easton, Norwell, Yarmouth. — 16.
Fairhaven,
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Class 5.
Towns which have the free use of public libraries in other places.
Newbury, . . . .  Newburyport Public Library.
Washington, . . Pocket Athenseum. — 2.
Class 6.
Town having no free public library.
Plain ville.
N otes of L ibrary  P rogress .
The following notes, collected from a large number of libraries, 
are worthy of careful study. They tell at first hand the story of 
the growth and progress of the free public libraries, and the 
spirit and sentiment which underlie the library system of Massa­
chusetts.
Acton. An increase in the circulation is noted. A portrait of Mrs. 
Mehitable Piper, the only known centenarian of Acton, has been 
presented. Free access to the shelves has been allowed; and it is 
now requested that borrowers shall remain in the alcoves only long 
enough to make their selections. “ T he book room is not intended 
for a reception room, and the continual presence of such visitors 
annoys and delays the work of the librarian.”
Acushnet. The Millicent Library of Fairhaven has presented about 
300 of its rejected books. A larger supply of books and an increas­
ing circulation make it urgently necessary that better accommoda­
tions be provided.
Amesbury. The circulation has increased, and the work with the 
schools has been more satisfactory than ever before. The use of 
the library for reference work bv the pupils of the public schools 
increases. Scholars are allowed as many books for home use as 
they need. Teachers are allowed as many study cards as they 
wish and may hold the books for a reasonable time.
Amherst. Amherst Public Library. A gift of $500 for an endowment 
fund from Miss Sarah P. Ferry is reported.
North Amherst Library. The Dewey classification has been 
adopted, and a card catalogue is being made. The will of Mrs. 
Ellen Fisher of North Amherst contains a bequest of $4,000 for 
this library. The income is to be used at the discretion of the trus­
tees, except that as much as possible shall be used for books.
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Andover. There was a slight decrease in the home circulation of 1905. 
Sixteen volumes of the “ Boston Evening Transcript” have been 
bound. Books are delivered to the schools and by carriers to four 
outlying districts. Ballard Holt, who had served the library as li­
brarian for a period of thirty-three years, resigned Sept. 1, 1906, 
and has been succeeded by Miss Edna A. Brown. Miss Brown is 
a graduate of the New York State Library School, with an hon­
orary degree, and has had experience in the Carnegie Library 
of Pittsburg, in the Providence Public Library, and assisted in 
organizing the new Rosenberg Library in Galveston, Tex.
Arlington. An arrangement with the Booklovers’ Library has en­
abled the library to supply the public with a larger amount of the 
latest fiction than was otherwise possible, and more non-fiction has 
been purchased than formerly. Six sets of stereopticon views have 
been introduced for use by the schools and others. Frequent ex­
hibitions of the pictures of the Library Art Club have continued.
Ashby. The will of Mrs. Mary R. Hall of Keene, N. IL, widow of the 
late Yv illiam C. Hall of Boston, contains a bequest of $3,000 for the 
benefit of this library. A catalogue, prepared by the librarian, has 
been issued, which is “ worthy of the library and sufficient'for its 
needs for many years.”
Ashland. There was an increase of about 45 per cent, in the circula­
tion of 1905; and the use of the reading room showed a gain of 
about 25 per cent. Although the general demand is for fiction, 
there is a noticeable increase in the call for books for study and 
reference. The librarian reports: “ The open stack room has
. proved a signal success; if the wear of the books is somewhat 
greater, this is more than offset by the enjoyment and knowledge 
gained by being literally ‘in touch’ with the books.” A shelf list 
is being prepared.
Athol. After some delay, following the resignation of Miss Hinman 
at the close of 1904, Mrs. May A. Cook was engaged. The circu­
lation of 1905 was somewhat less than that of the previous year, 
but showed an increase during the late months of the year, which 
has been continued during the present year. The reading tables 
are v7ell used and are frequently crowded. A special effort is being 
made to increase school and reference work. A picture collection 
is being made for study clubs and school work.
Attleborough. The amount of funds pledged towards the erection 
of a library building being sufficient to warrant, work was begun 
in April, 1905, and it is probable that the building will be com­
pleted about January 1. The architects are McLean & Wright 
of Boston. Reading lists have been published in the daily papers
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and posted in the library for the benefit of the young; and lists of 
new books have been published as current news items in the 
papers, and copies of these have been struck off for distribution. 
Books are sent twice a month to six outlying schools.
Avon. An increased circulation is reported. In response to a popular 
demand for nature and out-of-door books, many have been pur­
chased, and have been used in a fair degree. The greatest demand 
is for works of fiction. This demand is not especially for new 
fiction, and it appears that the greater number of books taken 
from this class are by the writers of a previous generation. Juve­
nile books of a good character are always in favor. “ We find 
that our young readers have a high standard of their own, and we 
can thank the home and school training which they receive for 
this admirable quality.” A plan is under consideration whereby 
the present desire to pursue an education outside of the schools 
and along specific lines may be permitted. The idea is to introduce 
collections of text-books for beginners at law, medicine and the 
applied sciences of electricity and civil engineering, and to increase 
each collection as the demand for advanced books increases. The 
necessity of a complete catalogue of the library, embracing late 
additions, is quite apparent.
A y e r . The capacity of the reading room is being taxed to provide for 
its patrons. The trustees make a plea for the collection of articles 
of local historic interest. Pictures of India, loaned by the Woman’s 
Education Association, have been exhibited.
Barnstable. Osterville Public Library. The will of Gustavus 
Hinckley of Barnstable contains a bequest of $100 for the use of 
the library. By the efforts of a summer visitor, a fund of about 
$300 has been accumulated for the purpose of building an addition 
for a children’s room, which will cost about $600.
Centreville Free Public Library Association. A fair was held 
in 1905, resulting in a profit of about $250, which covered the 
expenses of the library for about two years.
Barre. The will of Mrs. Martha M. Macullar, widow of the late 
Addison Macullar of Boston and Worcester, contains a bequest 
of $1,000, to be known as the Macullar Memorial Fund, the in­
come of which is to be used in the purchase of books for this 
library.
Becket. One hundred volumes, selected by the library, have been 
presented by Norman W. Harris of Chicago.
Bedford. The home circulation, especially among the children, has 
increased. Miss Sarah Goode has given a collection of photo­
graphs; and the will of William .J. Niles of Bedford contains a
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bequest of $5,000, the income of which is to be used in the purchase 
of books. A card catalogue is nearly or quite completed.
Belchertown. A collection of books belonging to the late John 
Henry Stone has been presented by his son, George Stone of En­
field, which is to be kept apart from the general collection. Books 
needed for supplementary and other work in the public schools 
are purchased so far as the funds will permit; and teachers and 
pupils have special privileges. “ The open-shelf system is still 
operative. While it is in many ways an advantage, in others it is 
detrimental, as books are displaced and sometimes lost by careless 
readers. Those who make good use of the privilege are careful in 
the use of the books.”
Bellingham. The new room to which the library was removed in 
1905 gives ample space for the library and a reading room; and 
by its proximity to the schools in the building the use of the books 
by the children has been increased. The open-shelf system is in 
use, and special privileges are allowed to summer visitors. During 
the school vacation, a “ reading journey” was arranged, the chil­
dren reading for fifteen minutes during each library session in such 
books of travel as they had, themselves, chosen for their journeys. 
A bulletin board, with criticisms of leading books and with news­
paper clippings treating of current events, is used. The latter 
prompts reference reading.
Belmont. The circulation of 1905 was a little less than that of 1904, 
but still showed a considerable increase over that of 1903. The 
number of books issued to teachers was about doubled. A com­
plete list of all educational books in the library has been printed 
and distributed to the teachers. A large gain in the use of the 
children’s room is reported. A delivery station has been estab­
lished at Payson Park.
Berkley. A new catalogue has been printed and distributed. A 
growing interest in the library is shown by the pupils of the public 
schools.
Beverly. “ Space, light, air and opportunity to consult the books in 
the reading room are sadly wanting; in order to correct this last 
evil, to some extent, two rooms have been hired in the Endicott 
building, to which the reference books and magazines have been 
moved, giving a little needed relief to the crowded shelves. Many 
students and magazine readers are hereby accommodated, while 
the reading room in the library is left for teachers, children and 
those consulting the newspapers, by whom it is overfilled.” The 
libraries in the schools are much used, and the circulation there­
from is highlv satisfactory. The home circulation of 1905 showed
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;i slight loss. Miss Ellen S. Hooper has given $50, to be used for 
a memorial of Mrs. Whitman, a lamented and public citizen; and 
Miss Quiner, the sculptress, formerly of Marblehead and later 
of Beverly, has given the bust of her father, Abraham Quiner, and 
the portrait of herself by Frothingham.
B lac k sto n e . The circulation of 1905 showed a slight increase over 
that of the previous year. Of the total issue, 93 per cent, was 
fiction.
Blandford. Undesirable books and those for which there appears 
to be no use have been taken from the shelves, and the remainder 
rearranged in a systematic manner, so that the library is left in a 
o-ood working condition. A card catalogue has been made which 
is proving to be of much benefit.
Bolton. Miss Anna Whitney, in addition to previous gifts, has pre­
sented “ a valuable antique clock and a cabinet containing a large 
collection of china ware, including many pieces of rich design and 
of value as antiques, and also other articles of historic value and 
interest.” Teachers are allowed as many books for school use 
as they need, and some are retained during the term. Children 
are allowed to take books without regard to age. All persons who 
desire the privilege are given access to the shelves. Pictures have 
been loaned by the Woman’s Education Association.
Boston. Six delivery stations, named as shop stations, have been dis­
continued, and new reading rooms have been established in their 
stead. “ The substitution of reading rooms gives to the public 
more space, more books immediately at hand, regular supplies of 
periodicals where none were accessible before, and much better 
service generally. This implies a distinct gain in efficiency; and, 
as might be expected, all the new reading rooms show an increased 
circulation, as compared with that of the shop stations which were 
discontinued.” A new and attractive building at Codman Square, 
Dorchester, has been opened as a reading room, and the nucleus 
of a permanent collection of books has been placed upon its 
shelves. In relation to losses from open shelves, the librarian 
says: “Another problem to which we are giving constant atten­
tion, but have not yet solved, is the prevention of losses from open 
shelves. This was mentioned in my last annual report. The 
advantages to the public of the open shelves are obvious. The 
disadvantages set forth last year need not again be mentioned. 
The actual loss during the last twelve months aggregates 843 from 
open shelves at branches, and 129 from closed shelves, open, how­
ever, to certain applicants. There is also a considerable loss from 
the larger reading rooms and from the deposit collection at the
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stations. I have under consideration, and shall soon propose, 
certain restrictions which are likely to reduce these losses, without 
seriously impairing the open-shelf privilege. The ideal can never 
be reached until the abuses of the privileges are overcome.” Of 
English prose fiction it is said: “ The policy, now well established, 
of confining our purchases of current novels to those of the highest 
merit, as determined by a rather conservative standard, necessarily 
excludes a large number of recent publications, but the experience 
of several years has shown that nearly all of the works of fiction, 
which for various reasons we have found it impossible to buy, have 
failed to demonstrate their ability to live for a few brief months. 
The demand for some of them was insistent for a short time. Now 
their names are for the most part forgotten, and nobody cares to 
read them. If we had purchased a considerable number of these 
volumes, the money, so far as present demand is concerned, would 
have been wasted, and the books would have taken places on our 
shelves that are needed for literature of a more permanent char­
acter. . . . During the year, 774 volumes of English prose fiction 
were received from the publishers, and were considered carefully 
upon their merits, the reports of the volunteer committee as to 
plots, interest, general characteristics, etc., being taken into ac­
count, together with other factors determining the merit of the 
books and their suitability for our purposes. Of these, 161 titles 
were accepted and authorized for purchase, 1,230 copies being 
bought.” Besides the purchase of current English fiction, replace­
ments were bought to keep the collection, as catalogued, complete. 
It is shown that the number of volumes of fiction purchased in 
1905-06 amounted to 32.68 per cent, of the total purchases, at a 
cost of 18.65 per cent, of the whole amount expended. An effort 
is made to complete, so far as is possible, the library’s files of 
colonial and revolutionary newspapers; 1,084 numbers were pur­
chased in 1905-06, of which 684 filled existing gaps in the files. 
Franklin imprints are purchased as opportunities occur. A new 
scheme for cataloguing laws and legislative documents has been 
prepared; and a beginning has been made in recataloguing and 
rearranging the collection of Massachusetts laws. Twenty-seven 
free public lectures were given during the year; and repeated 
exhibitions of pictorial art were given, in some cases concurrently 
with the lectures.
B oxford . Boxford Public Library. Extensive repairs have been 
made within the library building. Books are sent out to the public 
schools. A legacy of $300 has been received under the wall of the 
Ilev. William S. Coggin, who was for many years the pastor of the 
First Congregational Church of Boxford.
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B o y l s t o n . This library is doing a  commendable work in collecting 
books, manuscripts, plans and other matter connected with its 
local history. Portraits of prominent citizens have been placed 
upon the walls of the historical room. A card catalogue is being 
prepared. A very general use is “ made of the library and reading- 
room by the people of the town, and especially by the younger 
portion of the community. At the closing hour of the public 
schools, the library and reading room are very much patronized 
by the pupils from all sections of the town. The pupils attending 
the high schools in other places have also made much use of the 
library in securing reference matter in connection with then- 
studies, and the librarians are always ready to assist them as much 
as possible in securing proper material, and giving such informa­
tion as may be of value to them.”
Braintree. The will of the late Nathaniel IT Hunt, recently treasurer 
of the trustees, contains a bequest for the benefit of the library, 
the amount of which has not been made public.
Bridgewater. The will of the late Miss Cora Thompson, a former 
trustee, contains a bequest of $1,000 as an addition to the endow­
ment fund of the library. Rev. William C. Winslow has given a 
complete set of the reports of the Archaeological Institute of 
America. The reference room continues to be one of the most 
helpful parts of the library.
Brimfield. This library in its work emphasizes the value of the study 
of local history. The librarian says: “ The importance of inter­
esting our young people in local history cannot be overestimated, 
on account of impressing them with the value of vrhat they have 
received from the past. Our library, with its treasures of material, 
its associations with individuals -who have contributed to its life 
and that of the town, and the historical connection of the memorial 
building, should be more and more a power for strengthening the 
consciousness of citizenship.” A traveling library of the Woman’s 
Education Association, with accompanying photographs, -was en­
joyed for a year. All the works on American history have been 
thoroughly catalogued by author, title and subject, this department 
having been chosen first to aid teachers and pupils in their school 
work. This library has been successful in accomplishing work 
and obtaining results in divers directions by the use of means which 
are within the reach of most small libraries. The librarian writes: 
“ It may be a help to libraries of limited means to know that we 
have nearly completed cataloguing about 5,000 volumes by gradual 
work and by means of gifts of money from time to time. There 
has been no special appropriation by the town, and the library has 
not been closed. The process has been extended, bv periods,
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through several years. Three different librarians at different 
times have worked with the local librarian. They have been 
secured during their vacation times, or when they could be spared 
from their regular work. The first year, our library was classified 
and shelf-list cards written. Two years after, United States history 
and fiction were catalogued. This year, nearly all of the remaining 
classes have been completed. If it is determined to have any en­
terprise in behalf of the library accomplished, I believe it can be 
carried out in time.” The social side of library work is given 
prominence. Efforts are made to bring townspeople and visitors 
together, both formally and informally. On occasions bringing 
strangers into the village, such as school reunions, farmers’ insti­
tutes or grange meetings, the library is opened and made inviting 
to all. “ Townspeople, who, perhaps, do not often visit the library, 
feel at such times a new sense of possession and pride in their 
library and a united interest in the'institution.”
B rockton. The circulation of 1905 showed a gain in all departments, 
and there was an increased use of the children’s room and library. 
The librarian writes: “ For some time past the library has felt the 
need of larger quarters. Early in the year some relief was afforded 
by obtaining two storerooms, somewhat separated from the central 
library rooms and yet sufficiently near to be easily reached. With 
the opening of the new school year an unusual interest on the part 
of the teachers has been shown in the circulation of books to the 
schools. The value of the school collection seems already to be 
well established, and interest in it extends each year to various 
teachers in the city schools. New books are added to the collection 
from time to time; but, owing to numerous demands upon the 
general library appropriation, the rate of increase is necessarily 
slow. During the summer months just passed the renumbering 
of the books in the school collection by the decimal system was 
undertaken, and this work is now being completed. During the 
school year the librarian has given special attention to the reference 
room and to the answering of reference questions. There has been 
an attempt to introduce scholars from the high school and from 
the higher grades of the grammar schools to the use of the refer­
ence room by way of short talks about the reference collection and 
some of the more useful reference books. The library, as a whole, 
is being reclassified by the decimal system, and at the present time 
the reclassified groups include the books of travel, biography, 
language and the major portion of the volumes on religion. The 
rapid growth of the city has been reflected in the increase of reg­
istered borrowers, and this, again, has had its effect upon the
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juvenile circulation and the circulation through the two branches, 
both of which show marked gains. During the summer months 
the library issued vacation cards to those of its borrowers who were 
leaving town for extended vacations.”
Brookline. In relation to Sunday opening, the librarian writes: “ We 
have kept the circulating department, as well as the reading and 
reference rooms, open on Sundays for nearly a year, and this year 
we have kept open on Sundays even in July and August. We made 
the hours 2 to 6 p .m. during those months, instead of 2 to 9 p .m. 
This increase of Sunday privileges has been so successful that we 
feel that we are now open to stay. We made the change, not only 
to circulate books, but to open the alcoves to the public, and 
thereby encourage the reading of literature other than periodicals 
and newspapers.” In reference to the work with the schools, the 
assistant in charge writes: “ In addition to a personal card and a 
study card allowing 5 books of non-fiction, there is issued to any 
teacher a card for class-room use. On this may be drawn, from 
the school duplicate collection or from the general library, books 
on subjects studied or wholesome recreative reading for children. 
It is optional with each teacher whether the books be used at school 
or loaned to pupils to take home. Nominally, 20 books may be 
borrowed at one time, but where the supply for other teachers per­
mits, 40 to 50 volumes are not infrequently taken. Books may be 
kept four weeks, and then, with some exceptions, renewed. Ex­
press charges are paid by the library when not fewer than 20 books 
are sent at one time; smaller numbers are carried to and fro by 
pupils or by teachers themselves. The school reference room at 
the library is connected with the schools by telephone; and the 
selection of books sent is often made by the library, at the teachers’' 
request. A considerable number of elementary readers are kept 
in stock, and books for children who have but lately learned to read 
are extensively used. Kindergartens are supplied with picture 
books. The school reference room is open from 2 to 6 p .m. on 
every week day and also on Saturday mornings. This is a reference 
room for grammar school pupils, and contains, in addition to suit­
able reference books, the school duplicate collection. School du­
plicates are issued only to teachers, not directly to pupils from the 
room, but additional copies of most books are to be found in the 
circulating department of the general library or in the children’s 
room.”
Cambridge. The most important event of the year has been the open- 
ing of a new branch library in North Cambridge, on November 5. 
It occupies one large room on the second floor of the remodeled
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police station No. 4, having a location similar to that of the East 
Cambridge branch library in the building of police station No. 3. 
Owing to the smallness of the appropriation only a meagre showing 
of books could be made at the start, and only the bare necessities 
of equipment could be provided. This equipment, however, is 
modem in detail and satisfactory in most respects, with electric 
liarhtins: for the five long; tables and the ceiling, and combination 
electric and gas lighting for the walls of the room. The new assist­
ant in charge is Miss Ellen M. Hayes, whose previous experience 
of five years at the delivery desk of the main library will be of great 
service to her in the development of the branch. The popularity 
of the branch has’exceeded all expectations. The long room has 
been crowded, afternoon and evening, to such an extent that two 
and sometimes three assistants have been called for. A circulation 
of 3,740 books within three weeks from the time of opening, in 
spite of the meagre supply, proves that the new branch is trying 
to fill a long-felt need. The main library afforded temporary 
relief by giving a considerable number of duplicates, and by loan­
ing special lots of its o\vn books, new and old, to the number of 
more than 600, two-thirds of the books being juvenile. Permanent 
relief can come only through a large increase in the appropriation 
for the coming year. A new registration of card holders was begun 
in May, after an interval of about five years. This was preparatory 
to the introduction of the Newark charging system in August, in 
place of the old slip system, a change welcomed especially by the 
public. Seven appointments on the staff were made during the 
year, including a second assistant cataloguer and an assistant 
janitor. With an increase in the cataloguing force more continu­
ous work on the reclassification of the old books in the basement 
of the stack was possible, books in French receiving chief attention. 
In connection with the commemoration by the Cambridge Histori­
cal Society of the two hundred and seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
settlement of the city, Dec. 21, 1905, was issued a special supple­
ment to the monthly bulletin on “Books, Pamphlets, etc., relating 
to Cambridge.” Among other special lists, those of “Fifty books 
for older boys” and “Fifty books for older girls” were designed 
to bridge over the gap between the juvenile and the adult age, the 
books on the lists being placed on special shelves of the delivery 
room. In addition to the regular school delivery, the work with 
the schools took, in midwinter, a new turn. The pupils of the 
ninth grade of all the grammar schools and of the two parochial 
schools came, one afternoon each grade, to the library for instruc­
tion in the work of the library, and especially in the use of the card
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catalogue and of reference books. After the talk, the pupils were 
shown, in relays, about the whole building. The traveling libraries 
have been increased to 15, the last 3 being smaller than the regular 
ones deposited at the local stations. During the summer, the count 
for the traveling libraries passed, for the first time, that of the local 
delivery from the main library by a large margin. Two social 
settlements and two fire stations have become deposit stations, and 
two men’s clubs have received the newer traveling libraries. The 
library is reaching out in a new way by its arrangement to have the 
council meetings of the Cambridge Historical Society, and also 
some of the meetings of the D. A. R., held in the trustees’ room; 
and the Cambridge room is being made the depository of their 
books and other material. The total increase in circulation for 
the year ending November, 1906, is nearly 13,000 over that of the 
previous year, the figures being, respectively, 228,779 and 241,462.
Canton. The sum of $1,500 towards the expenses of administration 
and maintenance of the library in 1906 was contributed by Augus­
tus Hemenway. The exhibitions of the collections of the Library 
Art Club are much studied, and will be continued. Additions are 
being made to the collection of Massachusetts town histories; and 
gifts of ancient maps, chiefly of local interest, have been received. 
The history of Canton is receiving attention; and the Canton 
Historical Society has offered prizes for a public competition to 
encourage “a knowledge of the town’s history, and that good 
citizenship which grows naturally from such knowledge.” This 
is confined to pupils of the junior and senior grades of the public 
schools.
Carver. The present quarters are not equal to the requirements of 
the library, and more shelf room is needed. A branch was estab­
lished at Bates Pond in 1905; but that and the branch at North 
Carver have been suspended in consequence of the removal of their 
former custodians. They will be reopened when proper arrange­
ments can be made. The pupils of the schools, the aged and the 
sick are favored by allowing them as many books as they can use, 
to be retained as long as they are needed, without fines.
Charlemont. The circulation of 1905 showed a liberal increase. The 
librarian pays a tribute to the children of the village schools. 
“Their constant presence at the library has been an inspiration 
and real help. They have been granted equal rights with their 
elders, and have proved themselves worthy of the trust. They have 
given zealous and valuable help. One little school girl issued 
books, received them when returned, and kept the records and 
shelves in perfect order for weeks, while the librarian, unable to
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fulfill her duties, rested in perfect assurance that, nevertheless, 
they would be faithfully discharged.”
Charlton. The library was removed to its new room in the Dexter 
Memorial Hall in March, 1905; and the circulation of that year 
showed an increase of over 40 per cent. With an apparent steady 
increase of interest in the library, there seems to be a marked 
interest in profitable reading, which encourages the trustees to 
spare no pains to keep the institution up to as high a mark of 
usefulness as the appropriation of funds will allow. A portrait 
of William H. Dexter, the donor of the Dexter Memorial Hall, 
has been placed in the library. Gifts of books and pictures have 
been received from friends; and a collection of pictures from the 
Woman’s Education Association has been exhibited.
Chelmsford. Adams Library. Charles H. Greenleaf, “after about 
ten years of service, in which he gave the library much unrequited 
care,” resigned the position of librarian in June, 1905, and was 
succeeded by Edwin R. Clark.
Chelsea. T o test the popularity of the open shelves, a separate record 
was kept, and the result showed that over two-thirds of the books 
loaned from the fiction class were taken from those shelves. The 
open-shelf service is limited, only about 4 per cent, of the books be­
ing thus exposed. A card catalogue and an open shelf of new and 
other interesting books have been placed in the children’s room.
Cheshire. Summer boarders are given the free use of the library. 
The Woman’s Education Association has loaned a traveling 
library.
Chester. The circulation of 1905 exceeded that of any previous year. 
The available shelf room is all taken up, and a new book stack 
will be a necessity of the near future.
Chilmark. The librarian says: “ The past year (1905) has been an 
unusually prosperous one; and our modest little library is increas­
ing in usefulness year by year.” Mrs. M. L. Kobbe donated about 
400 popular books, which are being extensively read; and several 
summer friends have made helpful donations.
Clinton. The home circulation of 1905 showed a loss of 11 per cent. 
“There is an ever-increasing demand for works of fiction, and 
while the directors would be glad to note a greater call for books of 
a different character, they have placed upon the shelves this year 
a larger number of novels than ever before, appreciating the fact 
that in every community of busy people there must be many who 
read chiefly for recreation and amusement.” Collections of photo­
graphs and other pictures have been exhibited from time to time, 
and have been viewed with interest and appreciation.
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C o h a s s e t . The directors of the Paul Pratt Memorial Library report 
a sift of 13,000 from Charles A. Welch, which has been used too
strengthen the weak places and fill up the empty spaces among 
the books. The temporary agreement between the trustees of 
the Cohasset Free Public Library, acting for the town, and the 
directors of the Paul Pratt Memorial Library, which expired in 
March, has been renewed for a further term of three years. By 
this agreement the latter library is the custodian of the books of 
the town library, the town retaining the ownership of such books 
and of all which may be purchased by town appropriations, and 
the income of town funds. By rules which have been adopted 
relating to the public schools, it appears that the directors are 
aiming at co-operation with the schools on broad and liberal lines. 
“ The librarian is expected to co-operate with the teachers of the 
public schools and assist them in their work in every possible way.” 
There is no restriction as to the number of books which may be 
taken by teachers, and, practically, no limit of time. Designated 
books for supplementary reading in school work shall be placed 
upon a table or shelves for use by the pupils in the library, and 
such books “shall be withdrawn from general circulation so long 
as they are needed for this purpose.” Vacation privileges were 
granted during the summer, by which allowance was made for 
three books of fiction and two of non-fiction “which are not in 
great demand,” to be retained not over six weeks. Two persons 
interested in library work have given together the sum of $200. 
An increased use of the library by summer residents has been 
noticed during the past summer.
Colrain. Many more families are using the library than ever before, 
and those who have always taken books are reading more. The 
books are kept in a private house; but the time will soon come 
when a suitable library building must be provided, if the library 
is to continue to do good work and be of use to the people. The 
branches at East Colrain and Elm Grove have been suspended, 
but it is hoped that they will soon be reopened.
Concord. The schools make extensive use of the library; and the 
teachers may have an unlimited number of books for school work. 
At the West Concord school, which is the only school at a distance, 
a weekly delivery is made, which is used by the people of the neigh­
borhood. At ten years of age children may have one book, and 
after entering the high school may have two, provided that but 
one is fiction. Two cards are allowed to adults; and a special 
card is given to those who require books for study, which allows 
three, four or six extra books.
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Dana. Dana Centre Public Library. “  The work of this library has 
been very active during the year; both old and young have shown 
much interest in reading matter, and their many different tastes 
are rvell supplied with books from the best authors and latest 
publications.” The Petersham Memorial Library made a gift 
from its duplicate volumes.
Danvers. A small musical collection of standard composers has been 
added to the library. Material for study clubs and for all the 
special days observed by the schools has been furnished, type­
written lists being prepared in advance. Titles of all new books 
have been printed monthly in the “Salem News.” During the 
present year, plans have been adopted for enlarging the work with 
the schools, and the town has made a special appropriation of 
$450 for that purpose. Besides sending books to each school 
building for supplementary work, the distant schools are made 
delivery stations for the neighborhood. By this means many are 
reached who are far from the regular stations.
Dartmouth. Southworth Library. During the present year the tow'n 
appropriation has been increased; the library is open more hours 
in the week and is in a flourishing condition, having largely in­
creased its circulation.
Dedham. An annotated list of books for the use of the children of the 
public schools has been issued. The use of the Oakdale branch 
is rapidly increasing and demands a larger appropriation. At 
East Dedham is a reading room, formerly reported as a branch 
library, uncler the care of a school janitor, where books are kept 
for reference and not for circulation.
Deerfield. South Deerfield Town Library. The library has been 
moved into larger and more convenient rooms, uniting with the 
reading room. The 4 branch libraries are in school districts.
Dickinson Library. This library sends parcels of books from 
time to time to trvo outlying districts, West Deerfield and Still­
water, where they are distributed among the farmers’ families.
D ighton. A delivery station has been established at Broad Cove, 
which has been most successful. The present library room is 
inadequate, and a larger and better room is needed to provide for 
the increase in books and patronage.
Douglas. Miss Alice E. Luther, who had been a faithful librarian 
for many years, died Dec. 5, 1905; and Miss Vera II. Warner 
was chosen as her successor.
Dover. Dover Town Library. An increased circulation in 1905 was 
“largely due to the use which the public school teachers made of 
the books. They took a large number of volumes from the library
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to the schools, to he used by the pupils, changing them from time 
to time.”
Barden Library. A system of family libraries is about to be put 
into operation. Small oak cases containing a collection of books, 
varied in character to meet the possible needs of the different 
members of a family, will be sent out, with suggestions as to their 
care and use.
Dractjt. There is a growing demand upon the library by the teachers 
and scholars of the public schools for books to be used in connec­
tion with their studies. A bequest of $50 has been received.
Dunstable. By the will of Mrs. Sarah Roby the town will receive a 
legacy of $10,000 for the building of a library and town house. 
The library co-operates with the schools by purchasing books 
which are helpful to teachers and pupils, and by giving teachers 
access to the shelves at any time.
East Bridgewater. A noticeable feature is the increasing number 
of school children who are constant users of the library. The 
Browne charging system has been adopted. In April the library 
received a bond for $2,000 from the residuary legatees under the 
will of Nancy E. Rust, establishing the Rust Fund.
Eastham. Delivery stations, with fortnightly service, have been estab­
lished in the north and south sections of the town. Crayon por­
traits of the late Robert C. Billings of Boston and the late Matthew 
Luce of Boston, one of the executors of the Billings estate, have 
been hung in the library.
East Longmeadow. The library has been recatalogued, and the 
charging system has been changed from the ledger method to 
cards. A building, or a room which the library could have to 
itself, is needed.
Enfield. An offer by Airs. Cyrus F. Woods to erect a library building 
as a memorial of her husband has been accepted by the association. 
Because of this, and in order that the association may hold prop­
erty and exercise the full rights and duties of a corporation, it has 
become incorporated under the general law as the Enfield Library 
Association.
Everett. Frederick E. Parlin Memorial Library. A steady loss in 
the home circulation since 1898 is reported without comment; but 
investigation shows that, while a decrease is shown at this library, 
the total circulation in the city has increased nearly 2 5  per cent, 
during that period. The opening of the Shute Memorial Library 
in 1899 attracted most of the readers of the populous eastern 
section of the city, and a circulation was begun there which has 
increased each year. More room for the children is needed to
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accommodate the large attendance of readers. The library 
grounds’ have been largely improved, at the expense of Albert N. 
Parlin of Boston, the donor of the building. James Skinner, to 
whom “ in a special sense belongs the credit of founding the Everett 
Public Library,” and Henry A. Tenney, both trustees and former 
chairmen of the board, died in 1905.
Shute Memorial Library. This library finds itself with increas­
ing circulation, and inconvenient and cramped space for the chil­
dren; and the trustees renew their former wise recommendation 
for the taking of adjacent land for a future extension. The 
librarian commends the open shelf, but mentions the disarrange­
ment of books, which causes more labor on the part of the assist­
ants. The work with the schools progresses, and the teachers are 
. working better with the library.
F airhaven. Reference work has increased in a great degree and 
seems to show a better understanding in the community at large 
of how to use books, and a wider, more healthy interest in affairs 
present and past, and especially in art. Selected lists of books 
and periodicals have been prepared to accompany the study pro­
grammes of local reading clubs and general courses in the schools. 
The collection of fiction has been carefully revised, attention being 
given to merit, condition and degree of use. The literature section 
of the A. L. A. catalogue, covering about 2,000 volumes, has been 
distributed and used as a finding list. Special exhibits in varied 
lines, including those of the collections of the Library Art Club, 
have been given. The report of the librarian contains some timely 
remarks upon the uses of the children’s room, and the prevalent 
abuses which are common in all libraries, especially of the dangers 
of over-reading, and the sometimes evil advantage which is taken 
of the evening use.
Fall R iver. The work of preparing a card catalogue preparatory to 
issuing a printed catalogue is nearly completed. A large addition 
has been made to the shelving in the stack room and more is 
needed. The demands on the reference library constantly in­
crease, and the facilities of the reading room are taxed to the 
utmost. These rooms are open to the public on Sundays from 
October to May, both inclusive, and this privilege appears to be 
greatly appreciated. The children’s room has become one of the 
most important departments of the library. It contains over 7,500 
volumes, to which card holders have direct access.
Falmouth. Falmouth Free Public Library. Delivery stations have 
been established by this library at Waquoit and East Falmouth.
F itchburg. The circulation of 1905 showed a loss below the records 
of the previous two years. A reduced appropriation caused a
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reduction in expenditures, especially in the purchase of new books. 
Books in German, French and Swedish have been furnished, and 
now the needs of the Finns, the Italians and the Hebrews are 
under consideration. A finding list of the Jenk’s collection of 
music was published in the early part of the present year. Under 
the auspices of the Woman’s Club, an exhibition of paintings by 
Boston artists was held in May. At the beginning of the present 
school year, a circular letter was sent to the public school teachers 
of the city, inviting full use of the library. By the rules, teachers 
may have cards on which 6 books may be taken at one time. A 
teacher, “upon the recommendation of the superintendent of 
schools, may take from the library 25 books at one time, especially 
for the use of the pupils. Books taken on these special cards may 
be kept four weeks, and shall be upon subjects connected with the 
studies of the schools.”
Foxborough. The will of Mrs. S. Almira Alden contains a bequest 
of S500 for the purchase of books, which becomes operative upon 
the death of her son. Teachers and scholars are assisted in their 
work by the use of all the resources of the library.
Franklin. The number of persons taking books for home use in­
creased about 33 per cent, in 1905, and the circulation showed an 
excess of about 65 per cent., for which “much is due to the free 
access to the books, and the comfort and attractions of the Ray 
Memorial Building.” The children’s room was opened for use 
in January, 1906. Mrs. Peirce and Mrs. Thayer, the donors of 
the building, have completely furnished this room, and placed 
1,500 volumes upon its open shelves. The books were purchased 
with money which the late Joseph G. Ray deposited in 1848, when 
sixteen years of age, in a savings bank. The original deposit of 
$75 had increased to $1,087.08 when used.
Gardner. “ The school libraries are proving themselves a most im- 
• port ant factor in developing a taste for reading among the pupils. 
In many cases the children are too young to go far for their 
books, and with these at hand they may learn to find some re­
source for an idle hour or a dull evening other than the streets 
and doubtful companionship. With the kind co-operation of 
some of the teachers, an effort has been made to keep in touch 
with each child and know what he is reading, and it is gratifying 
to note an increasingly wide range in their selection. In some 
schools there is less of fiction read than of other classes. Books 
of travel seem to be the favorites, and biography and nature books 
are much in demand.” Later, the librarian writes: “The number 
of school libraries has been increased, and the children, as hereto­
fore, keep a record of the books they read, which is examined by
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the librarian, those of marked excellence being exhibited in the 
central library. The average of reading in such schools is far 
higher in character than that of those children who borrow from 
the central library without special supervision. In each school 
a deputy librarian and two assistants are appointed among the 
pupils, who relieve the teachers of much of the responsibility, and 
by their enthusiasm add much to the effectiveness of the work. 
Personal visits are made to the schools by the librarian.” The 
home circulation in 1905 slightly exceeded the high limit of the 
previous year. There was a large increase in the circulation of 
the books of the Bodley Library.
Gloucester. Village Hall Library, Annisquam. An increase in its 
number of books has caused a removal to a larger room. Although 
this is a subscription library, all school children are now admitted 
free to its privileges. Books of reference on subjects connected 
with nature studies have been provided, and a competitive interest 
has been excited among the children and residents of the village. 
Prizes are to be awarded next summer for the best collections of 
natural objects.
Grafton. An increase in the library hours has been of much con­
venience, and has led to the spending of more time in the library, 
to an increasing acquaintance with the books and a better knowl­
edge of what is in the library, and especially to a much more 
constant use of the reference and reading rooms. A plan has been 
inaugurated for a larger use of the library by the pupils of the high 
school. The card catalogue has been brought up to date. It is 
reported that the will of the late Charles H. Nelson of Grafton 
provides that the town of Grafton shall receive upon the death of 
Mrs. Nelson 175,000 in cash and his home estate for the purposes 
of a public library and a park.
Granby. A legacy of $500 has been received from the estate of Mrs. 
Mary A. Kellogg.
Granville. The branch at Granville Centre has been continued and 
that at West Granville has been re-established. Small collections 
of books have been placed in the schoolhouses of four remote 
districts for the use of the inhabitants, as well as for the pupils 
of the schools. The teachers co-operate in the care and distribu­
tion of the books. The library was closed for six weeks in the fall 
of 1906 for the purpose of making a card catalogue.
Great Barrington. The trustees have received a cash gift of $100, 
for the purchase of books, from Mrs. G. D. Farrar; and about 
500 volumes have been recently added to the library by purchase
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and gift. Many books have been bought with direct reference to 
school use.
Housatonic. The heirs of the late Theodore G. Ramsdell, in 
carrying out his wishes, are building a memorial library building 
at Housatonic. The building, which will cost about $25,000, is 
of gray brick and marble, with the interior finish of marble and 
oak. It will have a shelving capacity of 30,000 volumes. It is 
expected that it will be completed about the first of March; and 
it will be presented to the town of Great Barrington for the free 
use of its citizens.
Gkeenfield. Greenfield Public Library. A new library building is 
needed, as the collection of books “ is too valuable to be so care­
lessly housed. More space will soon be an absolute necessity.” 
The “duplicate collection” is a popular feature of the distributing 
methods of the library. Some of the most satisfactory work has 
been the use of reference books by the children. The library has 
received under the will of the late Anne W. Cushman a collection 
of about 100 volumes. Among these are books of genealogical 
value and some interesting first editions. Two new deposit 
stations have been established, there now being 6 in use. Five 
of these stations are in the district schools and the high school, 
and are cared for by the teachers. The other is a neighborhood 
library, doing good work, on the Bernardston road, and is in the 
care of Mrs. J. C. King.
Greenfield Library Association. This library has received a 
legacy of SI,000 by the will of the late Mrs. William B. Washburn, 
widow of one of the founders of the library. There has been a 
large increase in the circulation during the past few years. The 
departments of fiction and biography have been rearranged. By 
the recent death of Mrs. George H. Hovey, a bequest of $5,000 
in the will of her sister, Mrs. Maria L. Hosmer of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., becomes available for the benefit of this association.
Ghoton. The library is being recatalogued by the Dewey classifica­
tion, with the Cutter-Sanborn tables. “ In the circulation of books 
there has been no great change from previous years; but an in­
creased use of reference books and books on special subjects within 
the library building has been noted with satisfaction. The reading 
room has been well patronized, and has undoubtedly been the 
means of disseminating much valuable information in regard to 
current events.” A classified catalogue is desired. Twelve ex­
hibitions of the collections of the Library Art Club were given in
1905.
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Groveland. Borrowers are admitted to the shelves on application 
to the librarian. “This privilege has been accepted by many at 
each opening of the library, and has facilitated the work, as well 
as having been greatly appreciated.” The subject of a reading 
room has been considered, and it is hoped that the time is not far 
distant when such a room may be established.
H am pden . Mrs. Joanna Burleigh Holt of Stafford, a former resident 
of Hampden, has left by will the sum of $500, the income of which 
is to be used for the purchase of books. There are no delivery 
stations; but the teachers in the outlying districts take a number 
of books for supplementary reading, and these are used in some 
cases by the families.
H anson. The usefulness of the library has been largely extended by 
the branch libraries, which are furnishing books to citizens who 
were not formerly readers. Miss Drew of the North branch has 
succeeded, after several years, in collecting a complete set of town 
reports, an example which should be followed by every librarian 
in the State. Dr. L. Vernon Briggs of Boston has added to former 
gifts to the Hanson Library Association, forming a memorial of 
his sister, which is named the “ Donation in Memory of Harriette 
S. Briggs.” A list of books desirable for school use has been pre­
pared at the South branch, and pupils are urged to make their 
selections from it.
H ardwick. Paige Memorial Library. The Hardwick Free Town 
Library and the Lucius R. Paige Library have been consolidated 
under this name. The library building, built from funds left by 
the late Lucius R. Paige, D.D., has been completed, and was 
dedicated with appropriate exercises, June 27, 1906. The library 
has now about 600 volumes, in place of about 5,000 volumes which 
were lost in the fire of February, 1905. Miss Hannah R. Spooner, 
who had been librarian of the Ladies’ Free Library Association 
and the succeeding libraries for over twenty-five }rears, resigned 
July 1, 1906, and has been succeeded by Miss Nettie C. Bridges.
Gilbertville Public Library. The circulation has increased, 
particularly among the school children.
Haverhill. There was a gain of about 11 per cent, in tlie circulation 
of 1905. The delivery room has been changed into an open-shelf 
room and furnished with about 1,200 volumes of new books. 
“ Under present conditions, it is considered that this arrangement 
is as satisfactory for the casual reader as can be desired. Students 
are admitted freely to the stack, but with the present unclassified 
condition of the old part of the library, and the construction of the 
stack, the general public would derive no advantage from a com-
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plete open-shelf arrangement, and the library would suffer a 
distinct loss from the disarrangement of the books, which are 
located only by number and not by subject.” The children have 
access to all their books, by which the wear and tear are increased, 
and the confusion on the shelves adds to the difficulty of finding 
special books. In the purchase of books, those of short-lived 
popularity have been bought sparingly, and subscription books 
not at all. Large additions of first editions of Whittier and books 
about him have increased the Whittier collection, which is already 
larce, and aims to become the best in existence. Particular atten- 
tion has been paid to the collection of local history, especially that 
of northeastern Massachusetts. Everything relating to Haverhill 
or of Haverhill origin, including books, magazine articles, news­
paper clippings, pictures, programmes, etc., has been eagerly 
sought. The school work has been carried on with continued 
success. The traveling libraries which are sent to the schools in 
the country districts are intended to be used by the neighborhood 
as well as by the school children. Books have been sent regularly 
to parochial schools, and admirably selected lists have come from 
those schools. A Hebrew club, whose object is educational, has 
been furnished with books, and good work has been done there 
by the enthusiastic men in charge. Standard Russian literature, 
in the Russian language, has been bought for this branch and has 
been largely used. The 14 ashington Street branch has been 
removed to more commodious quarters on Washington Square, 
the most central location in the city. This branch is planned to 
be a complete library, with the best books for circulation and 
reference, and a good collection of newspapers and periodicals. 
“It was designed to meet the needs of the average men and 
women, chiefly those of the wage-earning and foreign classes. 
We feel that the object is being attained, as the circulation has 
increased and the attendance is good. The main library is not 
centrally located, but this branch is.”
Hinsdale. The closing of the woolen mills has caused the removal 
of over 40 families, which will tend to diminish the circulation. 
The schools use the library to some extent, and the summer guests 
make use of it while in the town.
Holbrook. Continued growth and progress are reported, and the 
needs keep pace with the growth. The problem of shelf room 
becomes each year more difficult of solution. Every foot of avail­
able space has been measured and calculated, and books are 
crowded in inconvenient piles. A more quiet and commodious 
reading room is needed. The acceptance of the offer of a collec-
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tion of costly engravings of the works of the old masters has been 
deferred until some safe place can be devised for it.
Holliston. The trustees say: “The year now closed (1905) has been 
the best year in the history of the library, in attendance, in general 
interest, in circulation of books, and in educational value to readers 
of all ages and conditions in life. The reference department has 
received much attention, and is increasing in popularity and use­
fulness among the scholars in the public schools, as well as the 
adult visitors. Purchases of fiction have been limited to books 
of established reputation, or those especially noted in trustworthy 
reviews, although requests for new publications have been usually 
met when possible.” The advanced classes in the public schools 
make good use of the reference department.
H olyoke. The circulation in the children’s department increased 
10 per cent, in 1905, and the number of juvenile applications was 
33 per cent, larger than that of the previous year. A list of select 
children’s books was printed, and an attractive certificate offered 
to those who read 6 of the listed books during the summer vacation. 
This was intended to induce better reading, and was very effective. 
Five hundred children chose most or all of their summer reading 
from the list, and over 200 won certificates. The use of the refer­
ence room is becoming more widely recognized and utilized by the 
citizens than formerly. The gift of over $200 worth of books by 
the Medical Association is reported. Desirous of having available 
a collection of the best and latest works in their line, the association 
offered to purchase and present them if a suitable place for them 
could be furnished. The books have been received, catalogued 
and shelved, and are in use by physicians and nurses. Two hun­
dred and eighty-six volumes in the French language received a 
circulation of 2,512 in about ten months.
H ubbardston. The will of Mrs. Eliza Pierce Church of Newton 
contains a bequest of $1,000 for the benefit of this library, the 
conditions of which have not been made public.
Hudson. The new building, which was opened to the public in No­
vember, 1905, was an incentive to a larger use of the library, and 
the home circulation began to increase. Donations of books and 
other articles followed the removal; and the several literary clubs 
and the high school contributed furniture. More work is done 
with the schools than was possible in the former quarters. The 
reading room is freely used by adults, and the children’s room 
is very popular with the young people. The library is now open 
on four week days.
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Hyde Park. The circulation of 1905 showed a liberal gain. The 
children’s department shows an increase in use. “ There has been 
the same interest and studiousness as during the previous year. 
Seven nationalities are sometimes represented in the room at the 
same time. A little fellow hugged the ‘Story of the Flags’ as 
he took it to the desk and inquired if the flag of Italy was there, 
and if he might take the book home. Even Benjamin Franklin, 
himself, might have been surprised if he had suddenly appeared 
when the library was being taxed for information about the man 
who used a kite to so good a purpose.” Temporary residents are 
allowed to take books by making a deposit of $2, which is refunded 
when they leave the town.
Ipswich. The number of juvenile readers has been more than doubled 
by the removal of the age limit; and an increase in the use of the 
higher classes of reading is noticed in the general circulation. 
Teachers have special privileges, and there is a better co-operation 
between the library and schools.
Kingston. The library is used by the children of the schools, both 
directly and by books drawn by the teachers. Special collections 
of useful books, changed at intervals, are laid out where they will 
attract the children. The will of Byron C. Quimby of Kingston 
contains a bequest of $500 for the use of the library. Portraits 
of Rev. Martin Parris, the schoolmaster of Kingston early in the 
last century, and his wife, bequeathed by Mrs. Mary Peckham of 
Kingston, have been hung upon the walls of the library.
Lakeville. Additional space has been added to the room in the town 
hall building, giving, besides better light, room for more shelving: 
and a friend has contributed a reading table and chairs. A travel­
ing library has been loaned by the Woman's Education Associa­
tion. Non-residents are allowed the use of the library by paying 
a fee of 50 cents per annum.
Lancaster. The home circulation showed a gain in 1905; but the 
school circulation made a loss, due to a long epidemic and “the 
absence of some teachers who interest themselves particularly in 
the children. . . . During December and January the librarian 
gave a course of lectures at the high school on the use of the library, 
the pupils taking notes. The school was divided into four classes, 
for practical work in the library. Questions were given them on 
the card catalogue, the periodical indexes and the reference books, 
and they were graded according to their work. . . . The pupils 
did exceedingly well and improved steadily. In this connection 
it is interesting to note the largely increased use of the library by
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the high school pupils this year. They are coming to the library 
regularly and using the reference books much more than hereto­
fore.” The experiment of varnishing books, mentioned last year, 
has been especially successful with the juvenile books and those 
used in the schools.
Lanesborough. This library is open to summer visitors, who make 
a small deposit, which may be returned if no loss or damage has 
occurred. A catalogue is being made, which will probably be 
printed. A crowded room is a serious disadvantage; but steps 
are being taken towards erecting a library building, and the sum 
of $500 has already been offered for that purpose.
Lawrence. There was a gain in the circulation of 1905, and a largely 
increased use of the reference room. Books were sent to two vaca­
tion schools with excellent results. The librarian was empowered 
to grant the privileges of the library to non-residents, under certain 
conditions. The children’s department is growing, and its call 
for “more books, many more, in fact, is as urgent as ever.”
Lee . The library still depends upon the Tabard Inn for its supply of 
fiction. Teachers and pupils of the public schools are allowed 
access to the shelves and an extension of time on loans, if required 
in school work. Andrew Carnegie has given $10,000 for a build­
ing, to which the town has added $23,000; and land has been 
purchased for $7,000, at the comer of Main and Franklin streets. 
A plan for a building, submitted by Henry S. Moul of Hudson, 
N. Y., has been accepted. The plan calls for a building 60 by 45 
feet, with a wing in the rear for the book stack. The material 
will be of rock-faced marble from the Lee quarries, with cut trim­
mings. The front, on Main Street, wall have a recessed entrance, 
wdth two large columns. A flight of steps will lead from the side­
walk to the grounds and another flight up to the entrance, the 
intervening space being on an incline sufficient to show the lawn 
from the street, which is low at this point. The structure will be 
unlike any building in western Massachusetts.
Leicester. The home circulation of 1905 at the central library ex­
ceeded that of 1904 by over 25 per cent., which was the largest 
increase of any year, wdth the exception of 1901, when it W'as 
slightly larger. The plan of placing graded lists of books in the 
schools “has not met wdth so hearty a response outside the center 
as the librarian and trustees had been led to expect. Enough, 
however, has been accomplished along that line to demonstrate 
the worth of such wrork and the value of the library as an educa­
tional force outside the ordinary channels.” Valuable additions 
have been made to the reference library; and the books in that
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department are freely used by students and club women. “ Never 
before have the academy students used so intelligently and in such 
great numbers the works of reference in this room and the more 
important United States histories in the stack room.”
L e n o x . Five hundred volumes have been given as a memorial of the 
late Ethel Latimer Cram.
Leominster. The work of recataloguing is being continued. The use 
of the reference room is steadily growing, and many new books 
have been added, which will increase its usefulness. “ The year’s 
work has suffered from many interruptions; but the general result 
shows unusual progress, and makes, therefore, a satisfactory rec­
ord for itself.” A gift of $500 from the estate of John C. Strat­
ton, a former resident, is reported.
Leverett. A traveling library of the Woman’s Education Association 
was kept at the Hillsborough branch during 1905.
Lexington. The home circulation of 1905 exceeded that of the pre­
ceding year. The Browne system of charging has been adopted. 
The problem of a sufficient supply of ephemeral literature has 
been met by resort to the Book Lovers’ Library and the Bodley 
Club; 177 volumes thus provided circulated 2,407 times. The 
new building has been completed, and was dedicated by brief and 
simple exercises on the afternoon of July 16, 1906, there being no 
public demonstration, in accordance with the wish of the donor. 
The dedicatory address was by Rev. Charles F. Carter, chairman 
of the trustees. The building, which overlooks the battle ground, 
follows the lines of a capital L. The basement, which is above 
ground, is of field stone from the Cary farm; and the upper struc­
ture is of brick, faced with a soft-toned gray concrete. The main 
entrance at the junction of the wings opens into an octagon vesti­
bule, by which access is had to the delivery room in the center of 
the building, which is lighted from the ceiling. At the right of the 
delivery room are the reading room, of an oval shape and of good 
proportions, and an exhibition room. The children’s room, in the 
other wing, is furnished with suitable furniture, and has recessed 
cases for about 1,200 books. A fireplace and mantel of quaint 
Moravian tiles adds to the attractiveness of this room. The 
reference and trustees’ room is next to the children’s room; and 
beyond that, across a small hallway, where there are stairs leading 
upward and downward, is the stack room, with a present shelving 
capacity of about 22,000 volumes, which can be doubled when 
required. The woodwork throughout is of weathered or brown 
stained ash in a harmonious tone; and the floors are of quartered 
oak. The -walls are rough finished, and are painted a neutral tone
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of green, excepting that of the vestibule, which is a pale terra cotta. 
The new building and the land on which it stands are valued at 
about $50,000. The land was the gift of the Cary heirs; and the 
building is the gift of Miss Alice B. Cary as a memorial of her 
mother, Mrs. Maria Hastings Cary, the former benefactor of 
Lexington and its library. The architect was Willard D. Brown, 
a native of Lexington. The building is “  a picturesque and ram­
bling structure, somewhat suggestive of the mission-style, but yet 
of no distinctive type of architecture, it having been the purpose 
to make it appropriate to its uses, for which it was planned and 
built.”
L ittleton. The experiment is being tried of opening on Sunday after­
noons for reading purposes. The trustees say: “The privileges 
of the reading room should enter as deeply as possible into the life 
of the town, and it is hoped that this more extended use may be a 
great benefit.” The card and slip method of charging has been 
changed to a modified Browne system. It is endeavored to secure 
all books required by the schools. Purchases have lately been 
made of books which serve as supplementary reading for children 
in the lower grades. A gift of $1,000 has been received from 
Nahum Harwood of Leominster, a native of Littleton. Miss 
Sarah F. White, who had served as librarian from the founding 
of the library, resigned in March, 1906, and has been succeeded 
by Mrs. Adelia M. Parker. The trustees say: “The usefulness 
of this institution has been, to a remarkable degree, due to Miss 
White’s assistance; and for the many results accomplished under 
her direction the trustees extend, in behalf of the town, their word 
of appreciation and gratitude.”
L ongmeadow. This library is “constantly increasing in popularity. 
While fiction is, and always will be, the chief demand of a circu­
lating library, it is gratifying to note a large and increasing call 
for books of more substantial character.” A gift of $1,000 has been 
received, “to be used at the discretion of the trustees,” from one 
whose name is withheld. It has been decided to hold it as a fund, 
the income of which will be devoted to the enlargement of a single 
department, not yet specified. The trustees very aptly suggest 
that the town appropriations should steadily increase in propor­
tion with the steadily enlarging influence and usefulness of the 
library.
L o w e l l . The home use of books in 1905 showed a loss of more than 
16 per cent, from that of the previous year, which is to be at­
tributed, probably, to the lack of new books. The city appro­
priation was reduced by $3,000, the committee suggesting that
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the income of the Davis fund be used for the expenses of adminis­
tration, a recommendation which the trustees strongly opposed. 
An increased use of the reading room, especially by the artisan 
class, is noted, indicating that the library is helping in practical 
lines of advance.
Lunenburg. The home circulation is increasing. The trustees say: 
“We have a collection of books of which we may well be proud, 
but our room is exceedingly inadequate. At our last meeting the 
town was offered by the Massachusetts Audubon Society books 
and charts exceedingly instructive and interesting. The offer was 
refused for lack of room, not only shelf room but wall space for the 
charts. It seems a pity our children and young people should lose 
these educational advantages. Cannot our town give something 
each year toward raising a sum to be laid aside for a library build- 
mg?
Lynn. The 300 books comprising the twelve special school collec­
tions, mentioned in the report of last year, were used by 7,305 
readers. Two additional sets were made up this year. It may be 
of interest to record the 14 books which have proved to be popular 
with the school children of Lynn. They are: “Robinson Crusoe,” 
“Tom Brown’s School-days,” “Hans Brinker,” “The Wonder 
Book,” “Marmion,” “Docas, the Indian Boy of Santa. Clara,” 
“The Arabian Nights,” “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” “Little Women,” 
“Five Little Peppers,” “Heidi,” “The Little Colonel,” “The 
Red True Story Book,” and “The Story of King Arthur.” In 
February the trustees voted to assume the payment of the salary 
of Miss Jennie W. Bubier, who had been in charge of the depart­
ment for the blind under the committee appointed by the Lynn 
Historical Society. Upon this action, the committee presented the 
collection of books for the blind, numbering about 200 volumes, 
and promised to purchase all books needed for future use in that 
department. Miss Bubier, who has been blind from infancy, is 
said to have the distinction of being the only blind librarian in the 
world. On three afternoons of the week there is a pleasant club 
of the blind at the library, when there are study and travel talks 
given by Miss Bubier. A bequest of $500 has been received from 
the estate of Dr. Martha J. Flanders, who died in 1898, and 
another of the same amount has come by the will of Horace N. 
Hastings. Valuable books, pictures and antiques have been re­
ceived by gift.
Malden. A slight increase in the home circulation of 1906 has been 
accompanied by a large increase in the circulation from the chil­
dren’s room, amounting to over 10 per cent, in eleven months.
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The age limit has been practically abolished by a change in the 
rules. Two volumes of a work may now be taken upon one card. 
The lines of old established work have been strengthened and 
advanced; and it is proposed to increase the library staff in order 
that other desirable activities may be entered upon. A delivery 
station, which has not shown good results, has been removed to 
another locality, with better prospects of success. The Sunday 
opening of the reading and reference rooms has not received that 
patronage of the public which was once anticipated. The large 
circulation of Sunday newspapers and cheap magazines may 
account in part for its decline; but it is likely that local conditions 
have been a more effective cause. The electric roads, which offer 
cheap excursions in many directions, are not conducive to Sunday 
reading; while the proximity of the city to the beaches, with their 
Sunday attractions and ease of access, is a factor in the matter 
with which libraries remote from the seashore do not have to 
compete. Exhibitions of the collections of the Library Art Club 
in the trustees’ room and loan exhibitions of paintings in the art 
gallery have been given, as in former years.
Mansfield. An auxiliary committee of ladies, who had previously 
procured pictures and casts for the library, held a very successful 
entertainment, which gave a sufficient profit to pay for some 
additional casts and a handsome hall clock, which has been 
placed in the library.
Marblehead. The home circulation of 1905 was greater than in the 
years immediately preceding, and the percentage of fiction slightly 
increased. A gift of $100 was received from Richard Mason of 
Philadelphia, a summer resident, who, on returning his books at 
the close of the season, thus expressed his appreciation of the treat­
ment he had received. Mrs. Mary Gerry Brown, who had been 
librarian since the founding of the library in 1877, died April 21,
1905. Mrs. Sarah E. Gregory, who was Mrs. Brown’s assistant 
for twenty-eight years, is her successor. Daniel Appleton, who 
had been trustee and secretary of the board since 1877, died 
Oct. 12, 1905.
Marshfield. Ventress Free Library. The trustees say that, “while 
it has been their practice to consult the preferences of the towns­
people to a large extent in the choice of books for the library, yet 
they have felt an obligation to safeguard the library from becoming 
a mere bureau for the distribution of the latest fiction; and they 
are persuaded that the true aim of a library will be better served 
by an increase, rather than a decrease, in the percentage of the 
works of permanent value.” Reference books may be taken from 
the library, to be returned the next day.
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Clift Rodgers Free Library. This library at Marshfield Hills 
is free to the inhabitants, but receives no assistance from the town. 
Clift Rodgers gave $4,000 for the building, which was completed 
and opened to the public in 1899. An additional sum of $1,000 
was given by Mr. Rodgers as an endowment. The citizens help 
towards the maintenance of the library.
Mattapoisett. A bronze tablet has been placed in the vestibule of 
the building expressive of the gratitude of the town to George 
Purrington, Jr., for the gift of the building, and to Samuel D. 
Warren, for the gift of the land on which it stands. The circula­
tion of 1905 exceeded that of any previous year. A “ rural de­
livery” has been established for the benefit of the inhabitants of 
the northern section of the town, for which special cards, with 
special rules, are used.
Maynard. The library has received a bequest of $182.37 from the 
estate of the late Mrs. Mary Greene. A stereoscope and views 
have been purchased, which are available for use during library 
hours. The circulation keeps pace with the times. Instead of 
making an annual purchase, books are now bought at frequent 
intervals, a few at a time, which is advantageous both to the library 
and the public.
Medfield. The reading room is now open every evening in the week, 
except on Sundays. A traveling library of the Woman’s Education 
Association, treating of Greece, with photographs, has been loaned.
Medford. The circulation of 1905 showed a loss of about 6 per cent, 
attributed in part to the extending of the former seven days’ limit 
to two weeks. The necessity “for devoting so large a proportion 
of money and space to the fiction department” is regretted. Work 
with the schools has suffered for want of a sufficient stock of books. 
Books in this service, being in constant use, wear out rapidly, and 
it needs a large appropriation to keep the department in a good 
working condition. “In most cities and towns where the connec­
tion with the library and schools is close, the books sent to the 
schools have mainly some connection with their special studies; 
we claim, however, that our field is a broader one, and that by 
sending books chosen purely for their literary merit in all depart­
ments of literature, the young people are receiving a more extended 
outlook, and are acquiring a taste for only the best; this we feel 
is well exemplified by the small per cent. (42) of fiction which the 
young people’s own selection includes.” Books are now sent to 
the city farm, where they remain as long as desired. Stereoscopic 
photographs have been introduced and are loaned as books are 
loaned. James A. Hervey, who had been a trustee for more than 
thirty-five years, died in September, 1905.
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M elrose. The home circulation of 1905 was larger than that of any 
previous year. The juvenile books have been separated from the 
main collection and removed to the children’s room; and the aoe 
limit of borrowers has been reduced from twelve to ten years. I A 
loan library has been established in the high school for the use of 
students, that they may have more free and convenient access to 
the books used in connection with the studies of the school. Ex­
hibits of the collections of the Library Art Club have been con­
tinued, and three exhibitions of paintings were given in 1905.: A 
donation of $25 for the purchase of children’s books, from Miss 
Mary L. Charles, is reported.
M iddleborough. The home circulation of 1905 exceeded that of 
1904 by over 11 per cent. The children’s room, which seemed 
at first to be an experiment, has grown to be a great success. 
Nearly 38 per cent, of the books delivered were taken from that 
room. At times, it is hardly large enough to accommodate all 
comers. The school superintendent says, in his annual report: 
“The schools of Middleborough are fortunate in having such a 
valuable adjunct as the public library. The efforts of the librarian 
and her assistants in stimulating the work of reading among the 
pupils of our schools are highly commendable. That the library 
is a source of help to our teachers is evident from reports sub­
mitted to the superintendent. . . . The teachers also direct to 
a great extent the reading of their pupils by requiring certain 
books to be read. In some schools lists of library books are kept 
on the blackboards.”
M ilford. The continued interest of the people was shown by the 
circulation of 1905, which was the largest in the preceding twenty- 
five years, and has been exceeded but twice in the history of the 
library. A separate room has been finished and shelved for public 
documents, which are now properly arranged, and can be used 
for reference work.
M ilton. The circulation of 1905 was 57,349 volumes for a population 
of about 7,000 persons, exceeding that of the previous year by 
about 25 per cent. The circulation of the present year will prob­
ably exceed that of 1905. The abolition of the age limit and the 
unrestricted number of books allowed at one time, which may in 
part account for the increased circulation, are appreciated by 
borrowers, and the privileges are not abused. The librarian says; 
“ Contrary to the experience of some other libraries, even though 
our public has free access to all parts of the library, our shelf read­
ing for the year showed only 7 books missing, 4 of which were from
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the children’s room.” Collections of books on special subjects 
are set aside and reserved for the use of study classes and the public 
schools.
Montague. Carnegie Public Library of Turners Falls. Andrew 
Carnegie gave the town of Montague $12,500, to which he after­
wards added $1,000, for a public library building at Turners Falls, 
and the town appropriated $7,000 for land and furnishing. The 
building was completed and opened to the public early in the 
present year. It is of granite and Roman brick of a light gray 
color, with terra-cotta trimmings. A large general reading room 
and a children’s room of the same size occupy the front of the build­
ing. In the rear is a stack room, with a commodious reference 
room and a librarian’s room on either side. On the second floor is 
a hall designed for a museum and natural history room, but now 
used as a lecture room, with a seating capacity of about 225 per­
sons. The books of the old Turners Falls branch have been trans­
ferred to this library, which now contains about 6,000 volumes 
and has a shelving capacity of about 25,000 volumes. Miss Anna 
M. Batson is the librarian. The trustees feel that they have “the 
requisites for successfully carrying on their work, namely, the card 
catalogue, free access to the books, an ideal librarian, a responsive 
public and a modern building.”
Montague Public Library. Free access is allowed to the shelves, 
and liberal privileges are given to the schools and literary clubs.
Monterey. This library has received liberal gifts of useful books, 
especially of those for reference. Among others, the Public 
Library of Brookline has been a free giver, recently adding a 
barrel of books to its former donations.
Montgomery. The librarian says: “The past year has emphasized 
the usefulness of the library. It is a factor in the town which the 
citizens could ill afford to be without. . . . We have one patron, 
a boy of about eleven years of age, who has read nearly every his­
torical work the library offers, and, what is more to the point, can 
give an intelligent digest of any of them.” The demand for his­
torical books is large, and the tendency towards solid reading is 
fostered in the schools. Both teachers and scholars are seeking 
help in their work from the library. More room is becoming im­
perative.
Mount Washington. There is at present no permanent librarian. 
Deposits of books are kept at the north and south schools.
Nantucket. Miss Sarah F. Barnard resigned her position as librarian 
in July, and died Aug. 27,1906. She would have completed fifty
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years of service in November. Miss Clara Parker has been ap­
pointed librarian. The old ledger system of charging has been 
abandoned and the Browne system adopted.
N eedham. The increasing use of the reference books of the library, 
especially by the young people in connection with school work, 
is noted. The college students have found the library a good place 
for special reading. The exhibits of the Library Art Club are 
divided between the reading rooms at Needham and Highland- 
ville.
N ew Bedford. With the circulation steadily increasing, and resort 
to the library for information increasing still more, the necessity 
for more room becomes more imperative. The use of fiction has 
decreased from 79 per cent., in 1900, to 67.7 per cent., in 1905, 
indicating a wider range of reading. This library has probably 
the largest collection of books on textiles of any library in the 
country, while many items of books and prints on the whaling 
industry are unique. Nearly 200 whaling logs are included in the 
latter collection. These collections are being constantly increased, 
and diligent search is made in every quarter where new material 
is likely to be found. The library is strong in Quakerana, gene­
alogy and art books; and it has files, more or less complete, of 34 
newspapers, published in New Bedford since 1792. A continuous 
exhibit of photographs and half-tones is displayed in the reference 
room, changes being made weekly. Special privileges are allowed 
for vacation reading.
N ewburyport. Newburyport Public Library. A gradual increase in 
circulation is reported. The great need of the library is more 
room for all departments; and the necessity is becoming more 
imperative as the years advance.
South End Reading Room. This library closed its first year in 
its new building in August, 1906, having circulated 11,640 volumes, 
realizing the most sanguine anticipations of its promoters. An 
attractive children’s room has been furnished and its tables sup­
plied with the best children’s magazines by individual givers; and 
a reading room for older boys and girls has been supplied with 
periodicals in the same way. The city has made no appropriation 
this year in aid of this library; and its maintenance has rested 
upon individuals, who have given liberally, and upon the proceeds 
of a fair and a rummage sale. The Newburyport Public Library 
sends books in quantities to be kept for an indefinite time, of which 
the secretary of the association says: “They are a great help. 
They give us more variety, and we are enabled to depend on them 
very largely as far as accommodating the adult readers is con-
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cerned. The children’s books we prefer to own, because so many 
of the readers are boys and girls.”
Newton. There was a slight loss in the home circulation of 1905. 
The circulation of pictures has increased. Borrowers are allowed 
to take them in portfolios and retain them for seven days, and 
sometimes longer if desired. Schools, clubs and students are avail­
ing themselves of this use of the pictures. The plan of sending a 
large number of books to the branch libraries has proved very 
satisfactory, and the number has been increased from time to 
time. The children’s room is proving very popular.
North Adams. The home circulation of 1905 exceeded that of the 
previous year. The story hours given for the past few years, dur­
ing the summer months, in the children’s room, have steadily 
increased in interest, the room being crowded most of the time. 
They are illustrated by nature specimens and stereoscopic views. 
Because of the crowded condition of the children’s room, and 
because many young girls preferred the adult department, a book­
case labelled “Books young girls like” has been placed near the 
fiction stacks, thus establishing, in a degree, an intermediate de­
partment. Books and pictures have been received from the Rich­
ardson estate. How varied may be the demands upon a public 
library is illustrated by the following questions which were asked 
at this library in one week: How to impersonate Dickens’s char­
acters; how to represent country dances; where an old-fashioned 
nightcap could be obtained; and where fruit baskets could be 
bought.
Northampton. An arrangement has been made by which, upon an 
annual payment of $2,000 by the trustees of Smith College and 
an annual contribution of $500 by a donor whose name is withheld, 
the students of the college are given the privileges of the library 
until July, 1908, thus restoring the relations which formerly ex­
isted between the institutions. The circulation of 1905 showed 
a slight gain, due to an unusual activity in the circulation of pic­
tures from the art department. As there was but a slight use of 
the library by the college faculty and students during a portion 
of the year, under conditions then existing, the gain shows an 
increased use by the citizens. Notable additions have been made 
to the collections of pictures, and a beginning has been made 
towards a representative collection of the originals of Japanese 
painters. Stereoscopic views have been bought for circulation, 
with stereoscopes, which have had an extensive use. The tech­
nological collection is being enlarged and improved; the result 
has been to enlist the interest of the male borrowers to a greater
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extent than ever before. “The existing shelving has reached its 
ultimate capacity. There can be no extensive purchases until the 
question of shelving is settled.” The musical collection of the 
disbanded Northampton Vocal Club, numbering 4,364 pieces, 
has been deposited in the library. A portrait of the former libra­
rian, Charles A. Cutter, by W. H. W. Bicknell, has been placed 
in the building. A summer school was held for five weeks, begin­
ning July 16, 1906. Seventeen pupils were in attendance, coming 
from as far south as South Carolina and as far west as Indiana. 
The instruction was given by the librarian and the chief cata­
loguer. Excursions were made to public and college libraries in 
the vicinity.
Northampton Public Library. There was a slight increase in 
the circulation of 1905. “Free access to the shelves has been con­
tinued, subject to certain regulations. It is fully appreciated by 
the patrons of the library, and serves as a means of circulating 
books not in general use heretofore.” Miss Mary A. Fuller, the 
librarian of the Florence branch (the Lilly Free Library), after an 
efficient service of twenty-seven years, resigned in 1905, and has 
been succeeded by Miss Matilda P. Schwartz, a resident of Flor­
ence.
North Attleborough. There was a gain in the home circulation of
1905. “The library has steadily continued its good work, and in 
spite of the work in the shops being so good, has gained rather 
than lost in circulation. A winter when work is dull always sees 
an increase in reading, and with our shops so generally running 
evenings, it would not have been strange if the circulation of 
library books had fallen off.” The inter-library loan system has 
been of great service; and books have many times been borrowed 
from Boston and Providence. The Richards heirs, the donors of 
the library building, have enlarged the reference room to twice its 
original size, have fitted the reading room tables with individual 
lamps, and have added two stacks to the shelving capacity. The 
librarian and teachers make reading lists for the school children 
from the sixth grade to the high school. Each child is required 
to read 10 books, which may be selected from a list of about 40. 
Branches are maintained at New Boston and Adamsdale.
Norwell. A legacy of $1,000 has been received from Mrs. Benjamin
F. Delano of Brooklyn, N. Y., to be used for the care of the library 
and not for the purchase of books. The circulation is increasing.
Oakham. The circulation of 1905 was the largest of any year in the 
history of the library. The will of Mrs. Martha M. Macullar, 
widow of the late Addison Macullar of Boston and Worcester,
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contains a bequest of $500, to be known as the Reed Memorial 
Fund, the income of which is to be used in the purchase of books 
for this library. An offer of $6,000 for the building of a public 
library by Mrs. Celia E. Fobes and her daughter, Mrs. Harriet 
F. Gifford, of Tarrytown, N. Y., was accepted by the town at a 
meeting in November.
Oxfo r d . The installment of electric lights has added to the conven­
ience and use of the library by allowing it to be opened in the 
evening. The library hall has been opened to such public meet­
ings as came within the scope of its general purpose. A free lecture 
course on literary topics was of interest and was well attended. 
The collection of matter of antiquarian and local historical interest 
is steadily increasing. A crayon portrait of William Pease, who 
was organist at the coronation of George IV., in 1821, and is buried 
in Oxford, is a recent addition of historical value. A “Souvenir 
of the Charles Earned Memorial and the Free Public Library” 
has been issued, which contains much interesting historical and 
descriptive matter relating to the library, illustrated by many views 
and portraits.
Palmer. This library co-operates with the teachers of the public 
schools in all ways, and the teachers respond willingly. Books 
are sent to the school buildings; and a catalogue of books suitable 
for the school grades has been prepared and will be printed. The 
service of the Bodley Club has been used for a supply of fiction 
in the general circulation and has been found to be satisfactory.
Peabod y . Commencing with the beginning of the present school year, 
groups of pupils from the eighth and ninth grades of the grammar 
schools, numbering 6 to 8, are sent to the library, and are given 
a little talk explaining the use of the card catalogue and of reference 
books, especially of Poole’s “ Index” and the “Cumulative Index 
to Periodicals.” With such small groups the librarian is able to 
give individual attention to each pupil. Before they are dismissed, 
each pupil is required to look up a few references to some topic 
upon which he is working in the school room. About one hour 
is given to each group.
Petersham. Books are used by teachers and scholars for reference 
and study, without limit as to time and the number of volumes 
taken.
Phillipston. A card catalogue is being made. Pupils of the public 
schools have access to the library at all times, and use the books 
freely in their work.
Pittsfield. The department of fiction was closed about five weeks 
in the spring of the present year and the rate of circulation declined.
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The librarian says: “ I have no means of determining whether the
5,000 books of travel, history, biography and science read in April 
and May were of more real service to the city than the 10,000 books 
of fiction which were not read. . . . Novels are sometimes more 
useful when they are not read.” The use of the reference room 
has increased. The use of stereoscopic views has proved so popular 
that the service has been extended. In extension of the important 
work done by indexing the “Pittsfield Sun,” mentioned in the 
report of last year, similar indexes have been made of 9 newspapers 
of western Massachusetts, dating from 1790 to 1858. In a thor­
ough renovation of the fiction department, made by personal in­
spection of the librarian, about 1,000 volumes were removed from 
the library. In accompanying experiments in binding, “the covers 
of a few books were tteated with a coating of varnish, upon the 
advice of another library, but the result is not satisfactory.” A 
duplicate library was begun early in the year, of which the librarian 
says: “This duplicate library has now been increased to more 
than 100 volumes, and has met with immediate and increasing 
favor; and the income from this source, besides maintaining the 
system itself, enables us to add one new volume to our free circu­
lating department about once in three days.” The rental is 1 cent 
a day.
Plymouth. The cost of a printed catalogue of fiction has been paid 
by Miss Rose S. Whiting, one of the directors. The use of the col­
lection of mounted photographs has increased, and they have 
proved to be of great advantage for art study, class work, and in 
the preparation and illustration of various papers and lectures. 
Miss Mary Pratt has given 820 for the purchase of reference books; 
and a bequest of 8500 in the will of Miss Laura Russell is reported.
Provincetown. The most important part of the work of the library 
is in connection with the schools. Teachers take such books as 
they require, without limitation as to quantity and period of reten­
tion. Pupils do their reference work at the library, with the help 
of the librarian.
Quincy. The home circulation of 1905 showed a gain, with a slight 
decrease in the use of fiction. The trustees say: “It is to be re­
gretted that the higher orders of fiction show no greater increase, 
and that the bulk of reading in that direction appears to be devoted 
to the most ephemeral land. . . . The call for really sound read­
ing is insignificantly small. As to the circulation of books in the 
schools, by far the larger proportion of books taken for children 
by teachers has been juvenile fiction, showing a very large increase 
over the year before, almost double. This is no doubt owing to the
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fact that the library has been largely patronized by teachers of the 
lower grades. Of course, the general circulation is very largely 
youthful fiction, some of it extremely youthful. 1 he library au­
thorities endeavor to guide their selection as best they can; they 
are guarded in their purchases. Now and then a foolish book 
will slip in, but it is thrown out as soon as they are made aware of 
the facts.” Of the policy of the library the trustees say: “The 
policy of the institution from the beginning has been against the 
supplying of special and valuable books. The trustees desire the 
establishment of a general library, not one for the use of occasional 
scholars. They are confirmed in this policy by the result of experi­
ence. It is better to put the funds of the library into books that 
are called for and widely read, than into those that remain unread 
on the shelves save by the very few who can, if they desire such 
technical works, obtain them in the libraries of the near city.”
R a n d o l p h . The home circulation has slightly decreased; but “ the 
improvement in other departments has been phenomenal.” The 
public schools have “loaded” the library with reference work; 
and “the room has had its throng of boys and girls, both afternoon 
and evening, earnestly seeking information on subjects assigned 
them at school. . . . The several literary societies of the town 
have patronized the library well, and every possible aid has been 
cheerfully extended to them.” There is an increasing interest in 
the exhibits of the collections of the Library Art Club, which have 
been continued.
R e a d in g . “The demand upon the library constantly increases, and 
may be expected to do so as the population increases, and espe­
cially as the connection between the library and the schools becomes 
more complete. The educational side of the library, as distin­
guished from its merely popular side, is continually becoming more 
important, and might be much further expanded with profitable 
results if the means at command permitted.” Volumes required 
for the use of teachers have been added from time to time.
Rockport. The new building of the Rockport Public Library was 
opened to the public in February of the present year; and a new 
catalogue has been printed. The library at Pigeon Cove continues 
to be maintained as a branch, the town having voted the proceeds 
of the dog tax for that purpose.
Rowley. The room in the new town hall building was occupied in 
July, 1905. A portion of the room is set apart as a reading room, 
but there is no special space for the children. Teachers’ cards 
are furnished and extra books are allowed for special study. The 
age limit has been reduced from sixteen years to twelve years.
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R oyalston. The library maintains a free delivery at South Royalston. 
Some of the teachers take books for reference in the public schools. 
“ There is urgent need of a library building and a reading room, 
which shall be devoted exclusively to library purposes.”
Salem. A somewhat smaller use of the library in 1905 is reported. 
The lack of room for the increasing collection of books and for 
the use of modern methods of administration is apparent here as 
in many of the older libraries. A plan of an enlargement of the 
present building, doubling its present capacity of shelving, and 
allowing for the convenience of a largely increased number of 
readers, is outlined in the report of the librarian. The extension 
of library work by the establishment of delivery and deposit sta­
tions is suggested. The open shelves, containing less than 800 
volumes, are said to have furnished more than one-half of the 
circulation of 1905. The percentage of fiction was 78.73. A gift 
of 224 volumes on shorthand has been received from William H. 
Gove of Salem. The library now has a collection of nearly 500. 
volumes on that subject.
Sandisfield. The removal of several families in 1905 reduced the 
circulation; but of late more books are being sent out, and an 
increase in borrowers is looked for. The library has about 1,100 
volumes, not including magazines, books of reference, reports, 
etc. The room which is occupied is in a desirable location and 
gives plenty of space. Books are sent to South Sandisfield.
Sandwich. There was an increase of over 20 per cent, in the circu­
lation of 1905. An addition of 125 books was the result of an 
entertainment given by two ladies.
Saugus. The circulation of 1905 showed a gain of nearly 14 per cent., 
partly due to the opening of the library one more afternoon in each 
week. The use of books in the schools has increased, and it is the 
policy of the library to secure books suitable for that use.
Shakon. With an increase in circulation, the library is handicapped 
by crowded shelves and meagre floor space. “Since free access 
to shelves has been in vogue, a serious difficulty has presented it­
self, which can only be corrected by the public. On account of 
carelessness of borrowers, books are not returned to their places 
in author’s groups, after being examined, but are left in confusion 
and disorder, many thereby failing to get a desired choice that 
may be i n  but not in place.”
Shelbubne. Arms Public Library. Especial attention is being given 
to the collection of genealogies and books on local history. Lists 
of accessions are published in the local newspapers.
Sherbokn. At the annual town meeting in March, the sum of $150 
was voted to the library trustees, said sum to be used in the equip-
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ment of a reading and reference room. These improvements are 
under way, and will mean the introduction of the open-shelf system 
into the library, as well as a small but much needed reading room. 
Special vacation reading was introduced this year, and many of 
the school children followed the requirements and received due 
credit for books read.
Somerville. The circulation of 1905 showed a gain of about 11 per 
cent. In the amount of circulation this library is only exceeded 
in the New England States by that of Boston, and it is supposed 
to rank as the twentieth in the United States. The circulation 
through the 6 delivery stations has largely increased. Four of the 
stations are at stores. Of these the librarian writes: “Several 
hundred books are kept in each; but perhaps these stations are 
not large enough to be dignified by the name of branch libraries.” 
Four hundred and ninety books are counted as missing in 1905, 
of which 172 were from the fiction shelves and 173 from the chil­
dren’s room. The circulation of the children’s room was 70,184, 
with a percentage of 78 in fiction.
Southampton. An addition of one evening in the week has been made 
to the open hours and there has been a gain in the circulation. A 
traveling library and several collections of pictures have been 
loaned by the Woman’s Education Association.
Southbridge. The statistics of 1905 show that there has been the 
usual growth in all departments, with an increase in the home 
circulation. The librarian says: “The books for boys and girls 
show the greatest increase in circulation. The number of children 
who use the library is constantly growing, an excellent condition 
of affairs with regard to the coming generation but one which’ 
presents difficulties for the present generation so long as a chil­
dren’s room is lacking. Especially is this the case when the reading 
room is shut off from supervision as ours is. A children’s room 
seems to me to be the crying need of this library.” More than the 
usual interest has been taken in the exhibitions of the Library Art 
Club. Pictures have been loaned by the Woman’s Education 
Association.
South Hadley. An offer by Andrew Carnegie of $10,000 for a library 
building has been accepted by the town. Miss Elizabeth Gaylord 
of South Hadley has given a valuable site at the corner of Bardwell 
and Gaylord streets, in the village of South Hadley Falls; and 
work has begun on the building, which is to be completed by June 
1, 1907.
Spencer. Repairs are about being made in the library building. The 
old wooden stacks are to be removed and steel and glass stacks 
put in, furnishing more room for books, which has become a neces-
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sity. The income of this library is derived from the rentals of a 
brick block and a tenement house, which were given to the town 
by Richard Sugden, the donor of the library building.
Springfield . An interesting and suggestive section of the last annual 
report of the librarian is that entitled “Publicity and Use,” in 
which the various methods by which a progressive library makes 
itself known to the public are given in detail. Collections of books 
and plates on special subjects; collections of books suitable for 
gifts at Christmas time; portraits of noted authors, with their 
works grouped below them; collections of summer resort litera­
ture, with time tables, illustrated pamphlets, maps, etc.; and 
almost continuous exhibitions of original drawings, engravings, 
photographs, etc., are among the means by which public interest 
is attracted and cultivated. “The mail sometimes offers a con­
venient way of reaching readers. Thus, post cards headed ‘You 
may be interested in the following book, recently added to the 
library,’ have been sent from time to time to persons to whom the 
book was thought likely to appeal; and reminders were mailed 
to 1,300 readers, whose cards had stood unused at the library for 
a long time, with the result that the majority have been resumed.” 
An admirable monthly bulletin is issued and widely distributed; 
and special book lists are prepared and furnished, with the aim 
to make them reach the readers who are most likely to use them. 
The newspapers have published items of library news on an aver­
age as often as once a week. To reach citizens who are ignorant 
of the location of the library, or unaware of its existence, “  a large 
mailing card has been printed, headed with an invitation to use 
the library, followed by a list of 50 books chosen for their variety 
and attractiveness, and these cards are being mailed systematically 
50 each week — to all persons in the directory not already 
card-holders, who, it is thought, may use the library if it is brought 
directly to their attention. The results of this experiment are 
awaited with interest.” The publication of current accessions 
with notes weekly in three daily papers has been a most effective 
agent in promoting the use of the better class of books. The result 
of a system of persistent advertising is notable. The librarian 
says: “To sum up, in three years, while the population of the city 
has increased 11 per cent, and the circulation of fiction has in­
creased 22 per cent.., the circulation of non-fiction for adults has 
increased 41 per cent.” In the process of recataloguing and clas­
sification, the books “have been carefully examined, and the use­
less ones — over 4,000 this year — have been weeded out.” An 
important feature has been the “ classification and cataloguing of
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all material relating to Springfield. This includes not only books 
and pamphlets about Springfield, but also works by Springfield 
authors and books printed in the city. The library’s collection of 
this material is sadly inadequate. It is found to lack, for example, 
old reports and pamphlets issued by the city government, which, 
since the burning of-the city hall, no longer exist. One of the fore­
most duties of a public library is to preserve the history of its own 
city, and the library earnestly appeals to its friends to send it not 
only old pamphlets and documents of local interest, but current 
publications, such as reports of charitable, educational and other 
organizations, publications by the churches, pamphlets giving the 
history of local commercial enterprises, in fact, anything that may 
be preserved to show the life of the community.” The branch at 
Faith Church has been discontinued, and the service at the Forest 
Park branch, which is more favorably located, has been increased. 
The legacy of $10,000 from the late Charles M. Kirkham has been 
received and its income will be applied for the purposes mentioned 
in a former report. The will of the late Edward M. Walker pro­
vides that the association shall ultimately share one-third of the 
income of his estate, which will be applied to the development of 
the science museum. The total value of the estate is supposed to 
be over S400,000.
St o c k b r id g e . Branch libraries have been opened at Glendale and 
Interlaken, which are cared for by volunteer librarians. “The 
special Stockbridge collection is now placed in a separate book­
case, readily accessible to inspection, and contains over 100 
volumes. This collection will be increased through books prom­
ised by residents, and it is proving a gratifying exhibit of the liter­
ary productivity of the town.” The books of the library have been 
rearranged by the decimal classification. An interesting historical 
and descriptive sketch of the library, prepared by the president, 
Richard R. Bowker, has been printed and a copy sent to each 
family in the town, as far as practicable. Of the library and its 
policy he says: “A collection of from 8,000 to 10,000 volumes 
presents, perhaps, the ideal library for town purposes, and Stock- 
bridge has had the advantages of an excellent selection, so that 
the library is remarkable for the quality of the books on its shelves. 
Increase beyond this number imposes additional burdens and 
seems undesirable, and it is therefore the preferable policy to 
‘weed out’ the library at intervals of three to five years, and so 
make room for the newer books, not only in fiction but in the 
several departments of knowledge. Such a library should inter­
lock closely with the work of the schools, and it is the present
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policy of the library to develop in such direction as to make its 
collection specially useful to the students in the Williams Academy 
and pupils in the higher classes of the schools.”
Stoneham. A bequest of $2,000 in the will of the late Miss Georgiana 
M. Dike was accepted by the town at a meeting in October. This 
is to be held as a permanent fund, to be known as the George Levi 
Woodbury Dike Fund, the income of which is to be used in the 
purchase of books for the public library.
Stoughton. The circulation of 1905 exceeded that of the previous 
year. An important addition has been made to the library by 
L. W. Standish, who has presented his files of the “Sentinel,” a 
local newspaper, from which thirty complete years have been 
bound. An appeal is made for missing numbers to complete the 
remainder of the set.
Stow. Henry Gates of the board of trustees has placed in the library 
a cabinet of interesting and valuable antique articles of china, 
brass and pewter, as a memorial of his mother, the late Mrs. Mercy 
Houghton Gates. The action of the librarian in endeavoring to 
gather local historical material should be imitated by every city 
and town librarian in the state. She says: “I hope an attempt 
will be made to induce older families of the town to deposit notable 
gifts in the form of manuscripts. This is of growing importance, 
as it will bring together the papers of many old families of the town. 
Such material of the old families, some of which have been prom­
inent in public life for more than a century, is unusual. As a family 
history, their contents would be valuable, as these old documents 
cover a very important period. In after years a letter even may 
remain as a memorial to the man and to the spirit of the times. 
The library desires to possess examples of the writings and manu­
scripts of our early settlers. Such material will be gratefully re­
ceived and carefully guarded.”
Swampscott. The late Mrs. Joanna Morse of Cambridge bequeathed 
to this library the rest and residue of her estate, after paying certain 
annuities and gifts, as a fund, the income of which is to be used 
in the purchase of books. It is said that this fund will amount to 
about .$5,500, a portion of which has already been received. A 
suggestion made by the trustees may well be considered by other 
cities and towns. They say: “We trust that the citizens will not, 
in making their appropriations, consider that the library has other 
income, but will continue to make the usual appropriations, and 
allow the library the full benefit of all bequests.”
Swansea. A weekly delivery has been established at South Swansea, 
four deliveries being now maintained. There was a slight increase
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in the circulation of 1905, and a gain in the percentage of books 
other than fiction. The income of the Brayton fund is to be Applied 
to the purchase of reference books in history. A gift of $25 was 
received from Miss Mary A. Case for assistance in library work.
Taunton. The first year in the new building was characterized by an 
increase of 10 per cent, in the home circulation. A course of free 
lectures was given in the early part of the year, which was marked 
by a gratifying degree of patronage and appreciation by many of 
the citizens.
Tewksbury. There was an increase of about 14 per cent, in the circu­
lation of 1905.
Townsend. A bequest of $100 received by the will of M aker J. Ball 
has been expended for books of permanent value. Loans of pic­
tures have been received from the W oman’s Education Associa­
tion, and a traveling library from the Massachusetts Audubon 
Society. Teachers and pupils are given special privileges; and 
their liberal use of the library justifies the measure and shows 
their appreciation of the same.
Truro. The use of the library by the summer people in 1905 was 
greater than ever before. “Summer people are on the increase, 
and we hope to keep the library attractive for both the visitor and 
the townspeople. From the stranger often come donations of 
books for which we are thankful.” Shebnah Bich of Salem has 
made an important addition to his former gifts of books. The 
library is open to the schools, and the children may consult the 
books at any time, regardless of library hours.
Tyringhaji. Moving and becoming settled in the new building was 
the feature of the latter half of 1905. The collection, numbering 
about 2,000 volumes, has been classified by the Dewey system. 
Individual cash gifts, amounting to about $750, were received, of 
which the largest were $225 from Mrs. Charlotte Tytus, and $100 
each from Mrs. Laura Fuller and George K. Baird. Gifts of books 
have included about 250 bound volumes and a quantity of maga­
zines and pamphlets from the library of the late Daniel Clark, the 
local mineralogist and collector, who possessed a national reputa­
tion. Two collections of pictures and a traveling library have been 
loaned by the Woman’s Education Association and have proved 
very popular. Summer boarders are charged 25 cents per month 
for borrowing privileges.
Wakefield. A supplementary catalogue has been printed. The 
circulation through the Greenwood branch has increased, and the 
trustees recommend that books be added to the present deposit 
there, and a reading room, in some central location, be established.
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Walpole. The circulation of 1905 exceeded that of the previous year, 
and the daily average of the present year shows notable gains. 
The teachers in the lower grades of the public schools take such 
books as they may select to the schoolrooms for a month, and en­
courage the pupils to read them, either at home or in school. Thus 
the children become familiar with a better class of books than they 
would probably'choose if left to themselves. The work with the 
high school continues as before reported, except that the require­
ment is to read one or in some cases two books each week. The 
demand for better service at East Walpole has resulted in the 
establishment of a branch in place of the former delivery station, 
a room in a club house having been offered for that purpose. 
Several hundred volumes have been installed, and the room is 
open on two afternoons each week.
W a h e h a m . Each person is allowed three cards, one for general read­
ing, one for magazines and one for books required for reference 
or study. Books taken on the latter card may be retained beyond 
the time limit, if not otherwise needed. It is endeavored to make 
the library of real use to the schools. A fair proportion of the books 
purchased during the year was from a list prepared by the super­
intendent of schools for the use of teachers and pupils. Reviews 
of new books upon the shelves, largely those relating to nature 
study, were prepared by a committee and appeared in the weekly 
local paper. This “library column” created considerable interest.
W arren . T h e  will of M ary G. Hitchcock of W arren is reported to 
contain a bequest of $1,000 for the use of the library, payable after 
the death of stated parties.
Warwick. The circulation of 1905 exceeded that of 1904, and was 
at the rate of eight volumes per capita. The teachers in the center 
of the town took books for school use; and collections were sent 
to the school in Brush valley in the spring and winter terms. Pic­
tures have been loaned by the Woman’s Education Association, 
“ which have been much enjoyed and appreciated.” The need of 
a larger room becomes more urgent every year.
Watertown. There was a loss in the home circulation of 1905, but a 
gain in the use of books for reference. The reduction of the hours 
of Sunday opening, as noticed in the report of last year, appears 
to meet all the requirements of the community, the attendance 
having been well maintained. The library has now almost com­
plete files of the Watertown local newspapers, and a set of the 
printed town reports, which is more nearly complete than any 
other collection. The exceedingly limited degree of interest which 
the public has shown in a printed catalogue of biography, history
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and travel is noticed. A portrait of Hollis 11. Ilunnewoll by Ernest 
L. Ipsen has been placed in the library. Much has been done in 
the past for co-operation with the public schools; but at present the 
pupils come directly to the library, or get their books through the 
delivery stations. The teachers feel that they are overworked, 
and prefer that method.
Wayland. There has been a steady increase in the circulation. A 
comparison of the circulation of five years shows an increase of 
about 60 per cent.
Webster. A gift of $100 from Mrs. H. N. Slater has been used in the 
purchase of books., A decrease in adult reading in 1905 was ac­
companied by a large increase in the juvenile circulation. A good 
part of the former is attributed to the loss of several families who 
patronized the library largely. An interesting feature in 1905 was 
an exhibition of Irish books, photographs and curios, followed in 
1906 by an exhibition of French-Canadian pictures and other 
articles, the latter mostly home made — woven and spun. Con­
siderable interest was shown in these exhibitions, and they at­
tracted visitors who had never before entered the library. Books 
on Canadian history and travel and Canadian fiction were in 
demand after the latter exhibition.
Wellesley. A delivery station has been established at Cedar Street, 
making the third now in operation. The recataloguing has been 
completed, and a printed bulletin, covering accessions in 1904 
and 1905, has been issued. Two books, but one of fiction, may 
be drawn at one time on one card, and vacation privileges are 
allowed.
Wendell. The library room in the town hall is small, and by the in­
crease of the library it has become very much crowded. The 
trustees recommend the building of a new town house and the 
remodeling of the old building for library use. Books and pictures 
have been loaned by the Woman’s Education Association. Refer­
ence books are loaned for use in the schools. A dinner was given 
for the benefit of the library in the purchase of books.
Wenhavi. This library, which has long been hampered in its work for 
want of space, will probably have a room in the town hall, which 
will soon be vacated by the grammar school. This room will give 
fully three times the space of the present room and will be ample 
for several years.
Westborough. Melvin H. Walker, a member of the board of trustees, 
has added the sum of $2,500 to the library building fund, which 
is reported to amount to about $26,500. Plans have been made for 
a building, which will be completed in the spring of 1907. It is
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to be a two-story building, on land purchased by the town for 
library purposes several years ago, at the corner of Main and 
Parkman streets. “ The frontage of the main building is 60 feet, 
depth 30 feet. The delivery room is on the first floor, on the Park- 
man Street side of which is a large reading room; on the other 
side are the children’s room and the reference room. The rear of 
the delivery room opens into a 30-foot square stack room, which, 
with its basement for the storage of public documents and other 
printed matter seldom called for, has a capacity for 40,000 to
50,000 volumes. The exterior shows a handsome building con­
structed of Milford granite and gray brick, with limestone trim­
mings, copper cornice and slated roof. The specifications call 
for quartered oak finish in the first story and ash in the second.” 
A bequest of $2,000 is contained in the will of Ellen B. Winch of 
Westborough.
West Boylston. Books of reference are furnished to the schools; 
and the librarian assists the teachers in the selection of suitable 
books for the several grades. The library has a very complete 
collection of books relating to the history of its own and the neigh­
boring towns; and, in connection with it, photographs of all the 
buildings in the town which were destroyed by the construction 
of the Wachusett reservoir and a map of the town drawn on a scale 
of 300 feet to the inch have been procured. About 200 books, 
which were the gift of David Lee and Lydia Maria Child, have 
been withdrawn from general circulation and placed in special 
cases. These books were the nucleus of the present library and 
among them are many autograph copies.
West Bridgewater. A bequest of $500, for the purchase of books, 
has been received by the will of Mrs. Mary N. H. Edgerly.
Westfield. The circulation of 1905 was very much larger than that 
of any previous year in the history of the library. The library 
committee endeavors to exclude from its purchases all harmful 
works of fiction. The interest of the children in their department 
has steadily increased. The librarian writes: “The children’s 
room is crowded to suffocation during the evenings in the winter; 
and it is recognized that the best work cannot be done until the 
room is enlarged.”
Westminster. There is considerable increase in the use of the library 
for school work, and it is gratifying to note that many of the young 
people are acquiring the library habit. A bibliography of local 
history has been prepared, and a good beginning has been made 
in collecting old documents and manuscripts relating to the town. 
Over 200 volumes have been presented by Miss Helen O. Bigelow 
of Boston, in memory of her father, A. O. Bigelow. The circula-
1907.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 44. 55
tion has increased. Delivery stations have been opened in the 
schoolhouses at the Narrows and South Westminster, which are 
administered by the teachers and are used by the inhabitants of 
the districts as well as by the pupils.
Weston. A donation of $100 was received from Francis Blake, being 
his salary as a member of the board of selectmen, to be expended 
for books of reference or other works of special value. A manu­
script volume of “Weston Epitaphs,” by the late Frank W. Bige­
low, has been acquired by purchase. This volume, which is of 
much local interest and historical value, “ contains exact facsimiles 
of the epitaphs of most of the headstones of the old burying ground, 
with pen and ink sketches of the stones themselves, and, in many 
cases, the coats of arms of the families.”
Westport. Westport Free Public Library. “It is hoped by the trus­
tees that some satisfactory arrangements may be made in the near 
future, whereby the people residing in all parts of the town may 
receive equal benefits from the library with those living nearer to 
the town hall.”
Westport Public Library. A branch has been established at 
Horseneck. Three branches are now maintained by this library.
Westport Point Library. This library distributes its duplicate 
books and old magazines among the fishermen and neighboring 
farmers, and this year some have been sent to the whale ships at 
Barbadoes and Fayal. Magazine clippings are arranged and filed 
for the use of the schools, and Perry pictures are kept for the same 
purpose.
W e s t  S t o c k b r i d g e . A successful year in a larger circulation and in 
work with the schools is reported. Most cordial relations exist 
between the library and the schools and the teachers, through 
whose efforts the library has received substantial support. A card 
catalogue is nearly completed; and the library grounds have been 
improved.
Weymouth. Fogg Library. The most important work of the library 
is with the schools. Frequent lists of books are put into the hands 
of the teachers and pupils, and lists of books on special subjects 
are posted in the library. Students are encouraged to go to the 
reference room, and are taught how to use its books. As the result 
of a fair given last spring, the sum of $1,500 was given to the trus­
tees for the benefit of the library.
Whitman. More commodious and convenient rooms, which are much 
needed, will be provided for the library in the new town hall, now 
being built.
Wilbraham. The bequest of $1,000 by Henry Cutler of North Wilbra- 
ham, mentioned in a former report, has been invested, and the
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income is to be used in the purchase of books. In October the 
library was moved to a location in the center of the village of North 
Wilbraham, which gives more room and allows opportunities for 
better care and service.
Williamsburg. Haydenville Free Library. The two higher classes 
in the public school use the library very freely, taking about one- 
third of the books delivered. Charles A. Phillips, the former 
librarian, having removed from the town, the library is now in 
charge of Thomas H. Ives, the former assistant librarian.
Williamstown. Williamstown Public Library. The old system of 
printed or typewritten catalogues being “not only antiquated but 
also cumbrous and inconvenient,” a card catalogue is being pre­
pared. To bring the library into closer touch with the schools, 
reference and library helps have been purchased. The necessity 
for a library building is urged by the trustees. The book space is 
already so crowded that, with one or two more accessions of books, 
there will be no more shelf room.
Winchendon. The librarian says: “It has been and is our aim to 
work with the public schools all that is possible with the amount 
of money we have to spend. The teachers give us a list of books 
they would like, and we purchase them as far as possible. Teach­
ers are allowed to take five books at a time for school use. The 
pupils are allowed all privileges that we can give them with our 
limited room.”
Winchester. The circulation of 1905 exceeded that of the previous 
year. The need of more room is becoming more apparent and 
prevents the undertaking of any important special improvements 
or methods in library work. Especially is the lack of a children’s 
room of much disadvantage.
W in t h r o p . The circulation of 1905 showed a loss of about 8 .7  per 
cent. The Browne system of charging has been adopted, and the 
librarian reports that the results have been very gratifying. Miss 
Bessie F. Cordes, who had been librarian since May 1, 1902, re­
signed Nov. 14, 1906, and has been succeeded by Miss Alice A. 
Munday of Winthrop.
Woburn. In connection with a new registration, the two-card system 
has been adopted. There has been a decided change and improve­
ment in the children’s department, and its circulation has in­
creased. In common with many other libraries of the State, the 
question of additional shelf room is becoming prominent. The 
Eunice Thompson Memorial Library building in ward six is in 
process of erection. This library has a separate board of trustees.
Worcester. Extensive repairs and improvements have been made 
in the library building. There was in 1905 a marked increase in
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the use of the reference and children’s departments,' and a de­
creased use of the circulating department. The latter may be 
attributed to the general prosperity, the transfer of the school work 
to the children’s department, and the many persons who buy books 
printed in cheap editions. Room has been made for little children 
in the children’s room. The opening of the children’s room on 
Sundays and holidays, tried as an experiment, has proved success­
ful. The expense is small, and the amount of good done and 
happiness conferred is large. There has been issued a finding 
list of music and books relating to music and composers, and a 
finding list of fiction. Monthly lists of additions are regularly 
issued, and weekly articles concerning new accessions are printed 
in the “Sunday Telegram.” Exhibitions of photographs and other 
illustrations of countries, schools of art, etc., have been continued; 
and talks have been given on the literature of botany, birds and 
the District of Alaska. There has been an exhibition of books in 
the several characters used by the blind, with the presence of blind 
persons to show how the reading is done. The appliances and 
processes of binding were shown in another exhibition, a practical 
binder being present and doing different kinds of work. The 
Newark charging system has been introduced in the children’s 
department, and its introduction into the adult circulating depart­
ment is contemplated. Vacation lists of books and lists for chil­
dren of different grades have been printed; and a more intimate 
acquaintance between the librarian and the teachers has been 
effected. Stereoscopes and pictures are in use, and photographs 
have been provided to loan to teachers for use in school work. 
Examinations are held for the positions of senior and junior assist­
ants. An error in the name of Robert Kendall Shaw, the assistant 
librarian, was made in the report of last year.
Wrentham. The circulation of 1905 was considerably reduced be­
cause of the division of the town by the incorporation of Plainville. 
Additions to the library by purchase have been such as are gen­
erally demanded by the reading public; and several bequests of 
books have been received.
Yarmouth. Yarmouth Library Association. The late Nathan Mat­
thews of Boston, whose benefactions are noticed in the report of 
1899, bequeathed So,000 for the use of this library. There has 
been a marked increase in the use of books of reference; and there 
has been a growing appreciation of the advantages of the library 
by temporary and summer residents. The trustees make an appeal 
for the collection of printed and manuscript local historical matter. 
The library already possesses a valuable collection in that left by 
the late Amos Otis.
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The New Law of 1906.
The last Legislature passed a law which has been embodied 
in the following circular and sent to the smaller libraries through­
out the State: —
B o sto n , M ass ., 1907.
To the Trustees and Librarian of the Free Public Library,
Gentlemen : — The Legislature of 1906 has passed the following 
act for the purpose of aiding the free public libraries in the small 
towns: —
An Act to  aid  free  pu b lic  lib r ar ie s  in  th e  sm all tow ns.
Be it enacted in the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows :
The board of free public library commissioners may annually expend 
a sum not exceeding two thousand dollars in aid of free public libraries, 
especially in those towns the valuation of which does not exceed six 
hundred thousand dollars. Such aid may include the furnishing of books 
in small quantities, visits to  libraries, the instruction of librarians, and 
such other means of encouraging and stimulating the small libraries as 
said commissioners shall deem advisable : provided, tha t a full detail of 
expenditures under this act shall be printed in the annual report of the 
commissioners.
The purpose of this law, which will govern the commission in its 
administration, is to aid and improve the libraries in the small towns 
of the State.
This aid may take any form which the commission may decide. For 
instance, it may:-—
1. Furnish from time to time, in small quantities, new and attractive 
books, to enrich the library and stimulate its readers.
2. When necessary it may secure occasional personal visits to libra­
ries by helpful library workers.
3. When technical or expensive books are needed for temporary use 
by a small library, the commission will endeavor to secure the loan of 
them from some other or from its own collection.
4. It may be able to afford some aid in the direction of education for 
librarians.
Other avenues of aid may be utilized.
The libraries receiving this letter are requested to correspond freely 
with the commission, stating with the utmost frankness their needs in 
whatever direction, with the assurance from the commission that any 
suggestion or request will be given the most careful consideration.
No hard and fast rules will be adopted. The commission desires
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to be helpful in the most practical way to the especial necessities of the 
individual library.
The librarian is requested to bring this letter to the attention of the 
trustees.
For the commission,
C. B. T illinghast ,
Chairman.
E d ucation  o f  L ib r a r ia n s .
In carrying out the spirit and intent of the new law, the com­
mission has paid the expense of attendance of three librarians 
upon the summer library school of Simmons College. The 
favorable results of this instruction will lead the commission to 
continue the opportunity to a few such librarians in the future 
as seem to have enthusiasm to continue their public service.
L ib r a r y  A sso c ia t e s .
The commission has commenced the organization of an asso­
ciation of voluntary visitors, selected from different localities 
in the State, who will visit from time to time designated libraries 
for the purpose of stimulating their work and procuring and fur­
nishing definite information concerning their condition to the 
commission.
Miss Katharine P. Loring, a lady who has devoted much time 
to voluntary educational work, has generously accepted the 
chief supervision of these associates. Her successful experience 
in executive organization insures an effective and valuable 
sendee.
E x p e n s e s  o p  t h e  Y e a r .
The following statement shows the total amount expended by
the commission for the year, as required by law —
Books supplied to towns, . . . . . $676 73
Expenses to summer school of three librarians, 211 86
1,000 library maps, and mailing, . . . . 150 00
500 monthly library lists, and mailing, . 147 62
Printing, . . . . . . . . 24 01
Postage, expressage and stationery, 76 99
Traveling expenses, . . . . . . 39 50
Printing annual report, . . . . . 213 70
$1,540 41
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T h e  L ib r a r y  Ma p .
The commission has sent to nearly 1,000 of the leading 
libraries and educational institutions of the world copies of the 
graphic map which was made for the World’s Expositions 
showing illustrations of library buildings in the State. The map 
has attracted much attention, and the acknowledgments received 
have indicated great interest in our system. Requests for addi­
tional copies have been received from Norway, Germany, Spain 
and several other countries, and in numberless cases the map 
has been placed on public bulletins.
T h e  W om an’s E d u cation  A s so c ia tio n .
The report of the Woman’s Education Association for the 
year gives the result of the visits of 57 libraries, with 1,541 books, 
to 54 places, with a circulation of 4,711, or an increase of 714 
over last year. On a basis of 1,000, this circulation was divided 
as follows: fiction, 557; travel, 118; periodicals, 76; art, 49; 
biography, 42; history, 42; natural history, 37; literature, 26; 
miscellaneous, 53.
The regular libraries have been to the following towns and 
villages : —
Acushnet, Lakeville, Russell,
Alford, Leverett, Rutland,
Annisquam, Littleville, Sandisfield,
Chilmark, Miller’s Falls, Swift River,
Colrain, Monroe Bridge, Wales,
Dana, Monterey, Washington,
East Freetown, New Marlborough, Wendell,
'Farley, North Chester, West Cummington,
Florida, Oakham, West Stoclcbridge,
Goshen, Otis, West Worthington,
Hancock, Paxton, Wheelwright,
Heath, Pelham, Windsor.
Huntington, Plainfield,
Knightville, Rowe,
Permission was given to one member of the Association to
prepare a library composed largely of books of proved standard 
value, especially fiction. It consists of SO books, of which 40 
are fiction. For this library the village of Littleville was se-
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lected, — a hamlet of some 100 inhabitants, remote from the 
town library. The founder of this library accompanied it to 
the village, and gave an evening’s talk on the books, which was 
evidently a great pleasure to the auditors. The circulation of 
this library was 243, of which 75 per cent, was fiction.
The special libraries now number 13: Florence, Rome, A enice, 
French, Spanish, Dutch, Italian and Greek art, English archi­
tecture, Egypt, Shakespeare, travel in France, and religion. 
These have visited Annisquam, Ashby, Athol, Bedford, Billerica, 
Carver, Cheshire, Danvers, Granby, Medfield, North Chelmsford, 
Northfield, Reading, Rowe, Shelburne Falls, Somerset, South­
ampton, South Deerfield, Stoneham and Townsend. Venice 
had a circulation of 159 at Southampton and English architecture 
9S at Cheshire. The library of religious reading has not proved 
a success, having been to 3 towns in two years, with a total 
circulation of only 48. A library on health has been prepared 
and will be started on its travels soon. The 4 Audubon libraries 
have visited Bernardston, Dennis, Douglas, Milton, Russell, Rut­
land, Shirley and Townsend, with a total circulation of 564.
Twenty-six sets of pictures have made 145 visits to 108 differ­
ent places. Those now in active circulation are: Valley of the 
Yosemite, Prang platinettes, eastern and western Switzerland, 
Hawaii, English water-colors, woman in art, Canadian Pacific 
Railroad, India, Japan, Grand Canon of the Colorado, New 
England birds, queer things across the sea, China, Venetian art, 
Naples, and a set of decorative designs called “ festoons.” The 
set on London, which had been very thoroughly used, was sent 
to Mrs. Eugene B. Heard of Giddleton, Ga., who has charge of a 
large number of travelling libraries in the south.
In last year’s report it was stated that the publication of a 
book list by the American Library Association might render the 
work in that direction unnecessary. To test the question, a 
postal card was sent out with the April list, asking whether a 
continuance was desired or if the A. L. A. list was preferred. 
One hundred and thirty-nine replies desired a continuance; 32 
preferred the A. L. A.
A number of gifts have been received and transmitted to 
needy libraries. Eight volumes of Lord’s “ Beacon Lights of 
History,” given by Mrs. H. M. Whitney, were sent to Monterey, 
and were gratefully received.
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The annual library trip was made in June by Miss Morison, 
Miss Lowell and Miss Chandler. A number of villages in the 
remotest sections of Berkshire County were visited and the 
libraries looked over, advice and encouragement given the li­
brarians, and in several cases books or pictures sent them.
The good results of the work of the members of this associa­
tion in its several activities have been felt and recognized from 
year to year by this commission, and have been of permanent 
value in the development of the library interests of the State. 
To their enterprise and enthusiasm is due a proud share in the 
library activity which is felt in every hamlet in the State.
A. L . A. B o ok  L is t .
The commission is sending free the A. L. A. book list to about 
500 libraries and branches, from month to month as it is issued. 
It is a useful guide in the selection of books for small as well as 
the larger libraries.
T h e  L ib r a r y  A r t  Cl u b .
The Library Art Club constantly increases in size and useful­
ness. It now has 109 members and 100 exhibits, which have 
been shown 1,333 times during the year. Its membership in­
cludes 83 Massachusetts libraries.
A L oan  Co l l e c t io n .
If there should appear to be any great need of a loan collection 
of books for the benefit of the smaller libraries, the commission 
may try the experiment. If books are needed for study or 
reading which it does not seem advisable for a small library to 
purchase, on account of expense or for other reasons, the com­
mission will, at its discretion, provide the books as a loan. It 
will consider all applications that may be made, except for works 
of fiction.
T h e  V a l u e  o p  t h e  S m all L ib r a r y .
The ideal distribution of the best literature would be upon 
the bookshélf or center table of every family circle. The ideal 
is sometimes impossible, more frequently impracticable. The 
genesis of the free public library is an approach to this ideal. 
The nearer the library to the home, the closer the approach to 
the ideal. A few large libraries are indispensable for the scholar,
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but the great value of books as a means for general public edu­
cation lies in their distribution, not in their concentration. It 
is the food that reaches and is assimilated at the family table 
that supports life, not that which is stored in the great ware­
house. The libraries that are of the most vital 'interest to all 
our people are those that are within sound of the music of every 
free school bell. These small libraries are constantly growing in 
number, and their need is daily becoming more emphatic in 
every hamlet. Let any one who is inclined, for any reason, to 
underrate their value compare their relative circulation to their 
constituency with that of the larger libraries to their constit­
uencies. The percentage of the whole people who use the small 
library in a town is greater than the percentage that use the 
large library in the city.
That is the general, well-nigh the universal rule. An exception 
now and then there will always be, but it is rare and usually of 
short duration. A brief slumber is not death, and it is often the 
prelude to reinvigorated vitality. Our small libraries are live 
libraries. They have a goodly store of well-selected books; 
these books are circulated and read. They need more books. 
They are not in rich communities, but the State, to some extent, 
supplements their efforts. Now and then they need a word of 
encouragement. If any one doubts the condition of our li­
braries, he is invited to a careful reading of the notes of library 
progress, which are given as they come from the libraries them­
selves. Note the fertility of suggestions towards widening the 
usefulness of the library, — an instance of which is the family- 
library system on trial in the little town of Dover.
Respectfully submitted,
C. B. TILLINGHAST.
MABEL SIMPKINS AGASSIZ.
SAMUEL SWETT GREEN.
DELORAINE P. COREY.
ELIZABETH P. SOHIER.
J an. 16,  1907.

A p p e n d i x  I.
N A M E S
OF
Free  P u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s
AND
NAM ES OF E IB P A R IA N S .

NAMES of f r e e  p u b l ic  l i b r a r ie s  a n d  n a m e s  o fLIBRARIANS.
C i t i e s  a n d  T o w n s . N am e  of L ib ra ry . N am e of L ib ra r ia n .
Abington, .
North Abington, 
Acton,
A cushnet,
Perry Hill,
Long Plain, . 
Adams,
Agawam, .
Feeding Hills, 
Mittineague, . 
Alford,
Amesbury,
A m herst, .
North Amherst, 
Andover, . 
A rlington ,.
Arlington Heights, 
A shburnham ,
Ashby,
Ashfield, .
South Ashfield, 
Baptist Comer, 
Ashland, .
Athol,
A ttleborough, . 
A uburn, .
Avon,
Ayer,
Barnstable, 
CentreviUe,
Cotuit, .
Hyannis,
Marston's M ills, 
Osterville,
Barre.
Becket,
Bedford, . 
Belchertow n, 
Bellingham , 
Belm ont, .
Berkley, .
Berlin,
South Berlin, . 
B em ardston , 
B e v e r l y ,
Beverly Farms, 
Billerica, .
Talbot M ills, . 
B lackstone, 
B landford,
North Blandford, 
Bolton,
B o s t o n , . 
Brighton, 
Charlestown, . 
Dorchester,
East Boston, . 
Jamaica Plain, 
Roxbury,
South Boston, . 
South End,
West End,
West Roxbury, 
Bourne,
| A b ing ton  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
. | N o r th  A b in g to n  B ran c h ,
. j A cto n  M em orial L ib ra ry ,
. | A c u sh n e t F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
. I P e r ry  H ill B ran c h ,
.  i L ong P la in  B ran ch ,
. i A dam s F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
. 1 A gaw am  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
. * F eed ing  H ills  B ran c h , .
M ittin ea g u e  B ran c h ,
A lford  F ree  T o w n  L ib ra ry , . 
A m esb u ry  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
A m h ers t T o w n  L ib ra ry ,
N o r th  A m h ers t L ib ra ry ,
M em orial H a ll L ib ra ry ,
R o b b in s  L ib ra ry ,
A rlin g to n  H e ig h ts  B ran c h ,
. I A sh b u rn h a m  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
. i A sh b y  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
A shfield L ib ra ry  A ssociation ,
S o u th  A shfield B ran ch ,
B a p tis t C orner B ran c h ,
A sh lan d  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
A tho l F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
A ttleb o ro u g h  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
A u b u rn  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
A von  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
. I A y er L ib ra ry , . . . .
. ! S tu rg is  L ib ra ry , . . . .  
CentreviU e F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  A s- 
I socia tion .
. j C o tu it P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
. ! H y a n n is  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  A sso­
c ia tio n .
M a rs to n ’s M ills L ib ra ry ,
O sterv ille  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
B a rre  T ow n  L ib ra ry , .
B ec k e t A thenæ um ,
B edfo rd  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
C lapp M em orial L ib ra ry ,
B ellingham  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
. j B e lm o n t P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
. j B e rk ley  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
. I B erlin  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
. I S o u th  B erlin  B ran c h , .
. ! C ushm an  L ib ra ry ,
. I B ev e rly  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
. < B ev e rly  F a rm s  B ran c h ,
B e n n e tt  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
T a lb o t L ib ra ry , . -
B la ck s to n e  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
B lan d fo rd  F ree  L ib ra ry ,
N o r th  B lan d fo rd  B ran c h ,
B o lton  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
P u b lic  L ib ra ry  of th e  C ity  of B o s to n , 
B rig h to n  B ranch ,
C harlestow n B ran c h ,
. D o rch es te r B ran ch ,
E a s t  B o ston  B ran ch ,
J a m a ic a  P la in  B ran ch ,
R o x b u ry  B ran c h ,
S o u th  B osto n  B ran c h , .
S o u th  E n d  B ranch ,
W e st E n d  B ran ch ,
. W e st R o x b u ry  B ran ch ,
J o n a th a n  B ourne  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
B oxborough, 
Boxford, .
West Boxford,
B oxborough  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
B ox fo rd  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
W e st B oxford  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
H elen  M. H u n t.
G e rtru d e  M. G leason.
A r th u r  F . D avis.
E lsie  Collins.
M rs. A lth e a  I . E llis .
M rs. S o p h ro n ia  W . V eazie. 
L u c y  C. R ich m o n d .
R a lp h  P e rry .
S. N ew ell S m ith .
J u lia  E . T ow er.
M rs. R ach e l E . P loss.
A lice C. F o llansbee .
M ary  M . R ob inson .
E m m a  H . P arso n s.
E d n a  A dela ide B row n. 
E liz a b e th  J a n e  N ew ton .
M. M acie S eab u ry .
L o n a  M. D av is.
E liza  A . K en d a ll.
J u lia  A. W illiam s.
M rs. C harles D ay .
M rs. H o u g h to n  S m ith .
M rs. E llen  M. A rno ld .
M rs. M ary  A. Cook.
M a rth a  T y rie .
Jo sie  E . P ro u ty .
H . W allace  B la n ch a rd .
S. A dela ide B lood.
E liz a b e th  C rocker N ye.
R ose  A lm a H a lle tt .
M rs. Zeno S. P a rk e r .
E lfleda  J e n k in s  B rad fo rd .
M rs. E l lio t t  B a x te r .
M rs. M ary  L . C rocker.
C arrie  E m ily  R ea d .
M rs. E liza  M illard .
F an n ie  A. W ood.
L y d ia  A . B a rto n .
B e r th a  F ran k lin .
F lo rence  E . W h itch e r.
J u lia  R . B u r t.
A lice E . B abcock .
Jo h n  W a lte r .
M rs. C harles R . H ills. 
M a rth a  P u tn a m  S m ith . 
L illian  A. C u lbe rt.
F an n ie  S. P aige .
L illie B o tto m le y .
T im o th y  E . C u rran .
H a tt ie  P a rk s  H e rr ic k .
M rs. H o w a rd  C. W a ite . 
F id e lia  C. N ew ton .
H o race  G . W ad lin .
L ou ise  P ro u ty .
E liz a b e th  F . C artée.
M rs. E l iz a b e th  T . R eed . 
E llen  O. W a lk ley .
M ary  P . S w ain .
H elen  M. Bell.
A lice M. R ob inson . 
M arg a re t A. S h erid a n .
M rs. E l iz a  R . D av is.
C arrie  L . M orse.
M rs. E d i th  F lo rence  N ick e r­
son.
M rs. M abel P . R o b b in s . 
B essie C leaveland .
N ellie  M. Spoffo rd .
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B o y ls ton , . 
B ra in tree , .
B rew ste r, .
B rid g ew a te r, 
B rim field, 
B r o c k t o n , 
Campello,
Montello, 
B rookfield,
East Brookfield, 
B ro o k lin e ,.
Coolidge Corner, 
Boylston Street, 
B u ck lan d , 
B u rlin g to n , 
C a m b r i d g e , . 
East Cambridge, 
North Cambridge, 
C an to n ,
C arlisle,
C arve r,
South Carver,
East Carver,
W est Carver,
Bates Pond, 
C h arlem o n t, 
C h a rlto n , . 
C h a th a m , . 
C helm sford ,
North Chelmsford,
C h e l s e a , . 
C heshire , .
C heste r,
C hesterfield ,
West Che8terfield, 
C h i c o p e e , .
Chicopee Falls, 
W illimansett, . 
C hilm ark , . 
C la rksburg ,
C lin ton ,
C ohasset, .
C olrain,
Adamsville, 
Christian H ill, 
C oncord , .
C onw ay. .
C o ttag e  C ity, 
C um m ing ton , 
D a lto n ,
D ana,
North Dana, . 
D an v ers , . 
D a r tm o u th ,
South Dartmouth, 
D ed h am , .
Oakdale,
D eerfie ld , .
South Deerfield, 
M ill River,
East Deerfield, 
South Wisdom, 
North Wisdom, 
Deerfield,
D ennis, 
D ig h to n , . 
D oug las, . 
D over,
First Parish, 
D ra c u t,
B o y ls to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
T h a y e r  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
B rew ste r L ad ies’ L ib ra ry  A ssocia­
tion .
B rid g e w a te r P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
B rim field  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
B ro ck to n  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
Cam pello B ranch ,
M ontello  B ranch ,
M errick  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
E a s t  B rookfield B ranch ,
P ub lic  L ib ra ry  of B rookline 
Coolidge C orner S ta tio n ,
B oy lston  S ta tio n ,
B u ck lan d  P u b lic  C hurch  L ib ra ry , 
B u rlin g to n  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 
C am bridge P u b lic  L ib rary ,
E a s t  C am bridge B ranch ,
N o rth  C am bridge B ranch ,
C an to n  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
G leason P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
C arver P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
S o u th  C arver B ran ch , .
E a s t  C arver B ranch ,
W e st C arver B ranch ,
B a te s  P o n d  B ranch ,
C h arlem o n t F ree  T ow n L ib ra ry , 
C h arlto n  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 
E ld red g e  P ub lic  L ib rary ,
A dam s L ib ra ry , .
N o rth  C helm sford L ib ra ry  A ssocia­
tion .
F itz  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
C heshire L ib ra ry  A ssociation, 
C heste r F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
Chesterfield  F ree  P u b lic  L ib rary , 
W e st Chesterfield  B ranch ,
Chicopee C ity  L ib ra ry , .
Chicopee F alls  B ra n c h ,. 
W illim an se tt B ran ch , .
C h ilm ark  F ree  L ib ra ry ,
C la rk sbu rg  P ub lic  L ib rary ,
B igelow  F ree  P u b lic  L ib rary ,
P au l P r a t t  M em orial L ib rary , 
C olra in  F ree  L ib ra ry , .
A dam sville  B ranch ,
C h ris tian  H ill B ran ch , .
Concord F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
F ield  M em orial L ib ra ry ,
C o ttage  C ity  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
B ry a n t F ree  L ib ra ry , .
D a lto n  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
D an a  C en tre  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
N o rth  D an a  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
P e a b o d y  I n s t i tu te  L ib ra ry , . 
D a r tm o u th  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
S o u th w o rth  L ib ra ry ,
D ed h am  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
O akdale  B ran ch , .
D ick in son  L ib rary ,
S o u th  D eerfield  T ow n  L ib ra ry ,
Mill R iv e r B ranch ,
E a s t  D eerfield  B ranch ,
S o u th  W isdom  B ranch ,
N o rth  W isdom  B ranch ,
P o cu m tu ck  V alley  M em orial Asso­
c ia tio n  L ib ra ry .
Jaco b  Sears M em orial L ib ra ry , 
D ig h to n  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 
S im on  F airfield  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
D over T ow n L ib ra ry , .
B ard en  L ib ra ry , .
D ra c u t P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
G eorge L. W righ t.
A bbie M. A rnold.
A lm a Rogers.
L ucia L. C hristian.
M ary  A nna  Tarbell.
F ra n k  H ay d en  W hitm ore. 
W e a lth y  A. H olmes.
M rs. A bbie L. Curtis.
E liza  R . H obbs.
C larence O. D avis.
Louisa M. H ooper.
A lfred J . H aym an . 
C atherine  A. O’Brien. 
C harles W . Trow.
F lorence Isabell Foster. 
C larence W a lte r Ayer. 
M ary  Curtis.
E llen  M. H ayes.
M rs. L ucy  D. Downes.
M rs. M ary A. Green.
M rs. Bernice E sthe r Bar- 
rows.
H en ry  S. Griffith.
M rs. E lizabeth  Drew. 
B lanche E . V inal.
J u lie t B acon Sm ith.
M rs. H a tt ie  L. Carpenter. 
M rs. Florence Howes Bond. 
E dw in  R . Clark.
E m m a J . G ay.
M edora J e n n e tt  Simpson. 
E m m a E . M artin .
G race M ildred Alvord. 
Jam es D. S tall.
M rs. G ilbert B. Healy. 
A nne A lco tt Sm ith .
E m m a E . G orton.
M rs. E lm er K idder.
M rs. F lorence B. Mayhew. 
R o b e rt S. M cK ay. 
C harlo tte  L Greene.
S arah  B . Collier.
M rs. K a th e rin e  H o l t o n  
Cram .
F ran k  A. Brow n.
M rs. O. H . T aylor.
H elen  W h itn ey  Kelley. 
G race Pease.
M rs. A dalyn  A. Ripley. 
Lorenzo H . Tower.
M rs. M innie E . Davison. 
M rs. S usan  E . Stevens. 
G race H askins.
M rs. E m ilie D . P a tch . 
M ary  A. Tucker.
H elen  Allen Cushm an. 
F rances  M. M ann.
D av id  C. V alentine.
M innie H aw ks.
M arth a  A. P ierce.
M rs. L ucy  W . Lee.
Jen n ie  S locom b.
M yrtle  F uller.
B e rth a  B asse tt.
G eorge Sheldon.
M rs. N a th a n  Sears.
E m m a B . H o rto n .
V era H . W arne r.
A lm a M. Chickering. 
M arth a  E . C olburn.
M rs. T ru m a n  W . H ill.
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Dudley,
D unstable, . • !
D uxbury, . • •
E ast B ridgew ater, . j 
E astham , . . • !
E astham pton , . . !
E ast Longm eadow , . i 
Easton, . . •
E dgartow n, . . j
Egrem ont, . . !
North Egremont, . !
West Egremont, . j
Enfield, . . • !
Erving, . . • |
Miller's Falls,
Essex, . . .
E v e r e t t , . . . j
East Everett, . . |
Fairliaven, . . j
F a l l  R i v e r ,
Falm outh,
West Falmouth,
Woods Hole, .
F i t c h b u r g ,
Florida, . . .
Foxborough,
Fram ingham ,
Franklin, . . .
Freetown, . .
East Freetown, . \
Gardner, . . . 1
Gay H ead, . . !
Georgetown, . . I
Gill, .
Riverside, . . ;
G l o u c e s t e r , . . !
Gloucester, . . \
Magnolia, . . j
Annisquam, .
Goshen, . . .
Gosnold, .
Grafton, . . ;
G ranby, . . .
Granville, .
Granville Centre,
West Granville,
G reat B arring ton , 
Greenfield,
Greenfield,
Greenwich,
Groton,
Groveland,
South Groveland, 
Hadley,
North Hadley,
Halifax,
H am ilton,
H am pden,
H ancock, .
North Hancock, 
H anover, . . .
H anson, South, . . j
H anson, North, .
New State,
Maquan,
North Hanson, 
H ardw ick,
Gilbertville,
H arv ard , .
Still River,
H arw ich, .
H atfield , .
Bradsireet,
N am e of L ib ra ry . j N am e of L ib ra r ia n .
D u d ley  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
D u n stab le  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
D u x b u ry  F ree  L ib ra ry ,
E a s t B rid g e w a te r P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
E a s th a m  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
P u b lic  L ib ra ry  A ssociation , .
E . L ongm eadow  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
A m es F ree  L ib ra ry ,
E d g a rto w n  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
E g re m o n t F ree  L ib ra ry ,
N o rth  E g re m o n t B ranch ,
W est E g re m o n t B ran ch ,
E nfie ld  L ib ra ry  A ssocia tion , . 
E rv in g  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
M iller’s F alls  B ran ch , .
T . O. H . P . B u rn h am  P ub lic
C aroline E . E a ste rb ro o k . 
M rs. L izzie A . Sw allow . 
S a ra  B . H igg ins.
L u cy  L . S iudall.
M rs. S a rah  B . C lark . 
D orcas C hap in  M iller. 
M ary  R . M cIn to sh .
M ary  L a v in ia  L am p rey . 
E u n ice  C. R ip ley .
M rs. H o y t  B row n.
Bessie M illard.
M rs. G eorge W . S m ith . 
A da L . H a rw ood .
. M rs. W . G. W a lk u p .
A. W . B u tm an .
.i- E th e ly n  B . S to ry .
b ra ry .
F red e rick  E . P a r lin  M em orial L i­
b ra ry .
S h u te  M em orial L ib ra ry ,
T h e  M illicen t L ib ra ry , .
F a ll R iv e r  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
F a lm o u th  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
W e st F a lm o u th  L ib ra ry ,
W oods H ole L ib ra ry ,
P u b lic  L ib ra ry  of F itc h b u rg , 
F lo r id a  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
B oy d en  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
F ra m in g h a m  T ow n  L ib ra ry , . 
F ra n k lin  L ib ra ry  A ssociation , 
G uilford  H . H a th a w a y  L ib ra ry , 
E a s t  F ree to w n  C ircu la ting  L ib ra ry  
L ev i H eyw ood  M em orial L ib ra ry , 
G a y  H ead  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
G eorgetow n P e a b o d y  L ib ra ry ,
G ill F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
R iv e rs id e  B ran c h ,
S aw y er F ree  L ib ra ry , .
F ree  C ity  L ib ra ry ,
M agnolia  L ib ra ry ,
V illage H all L ib ra ry ,
G oshen F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
G osnold  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
G ra fto n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
G ra n b y  F ree  P u b lic  L ib r a ry , . 
G ranv ille  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
G ranv ille  C en tre  B ran ch ,
W e st G ran v ille  B ran ch ,
G rea t B arr in g to n  F ree  L ib ra ry , 
G reenfield P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
G reenfield L ib ra ry  A ssociation , 
G reenw ich P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
G ro to n  P u b lic  l i b r a r y , .
G roveland  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
H ale  L ib ra ry ,
H a d le y  F ree  L ib ra ry , .
N o rth  H a d le y  B ran c h ,
H o lm es P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
H a m ilto n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
H am p d e n  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
H an co ck  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
N o rth  H an co ck  B ran ch ,
Jo h n  C u rtis  F ree  L ib ra ry ,
H an so n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , South, 
H an so n  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , North, 
N ew  S ta te  B ranch ,
M aquan  B ran ch , . .
H an so n  L ib ra ry  A ssociation ,
P a ig e  M em orial L ib ra ry , 
G ilbertv ille  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
H a rv a rd  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
S till R iv e r B ranch ,
B ro ad  B rooks F ree  L ib ra ry , . 
H a tfie ld  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
i B ra d s tre e t B ran ch ,
E llen  L ou isa  Jo h n so n .
M rs. L eona C. L y d ia rd . 
D rew  B. H all.
G eorge W . R an k in .
P am e lia  F ran ces  R o b b in s . 
A lb ert S. B ow erm an.
Jo se p h  W alsh .
G eorge E d w a rd  N u ttin g . 
M rs.E liz ab e th  J .W h itco m b . 
M ary  D . T o rrey .
E m m a  L eonore C larke.
M rs. E lla  G. C am pbell. 
M ary  F lo rence  D ean . 
E liz a b e th  W . Law rence. 
M ary  R ey n o ld s  C larke. 
H a r ry  G. R eed .
S a ra  T . N oyes.
O tis  F . H ale .
F ra n k  D . Jones .
R achel S aw yer W ebber. 
Isab e l A . M urphy . 
E liza b e th  T . T h o rn to n . 
H e le n  L ane, Chairman. 
W inn ie  A lvey  D resse r.
M rs. B e r th a  L . S te tso n . 
M abel L . H ow e.
C ora I i .  K ellogg.
M abel H . R o o t.
H e n ry  D . Colton.
Jo se p h  W elch .
E m m a  W . Sheldon .
M ay  A shley.
A lm eda B u rn e t t  R o b b in s . 
H elen  I . N ev ins.
E m m a  F . B lood.
L ouise F lo rence  C am m ett. 
E d w a rd  L . S ides.
G eorge C. M arsh .
O. W . P ro u ty .
Ja m e s  T . T hom as.
M rs. G race  C. S tone .
M rs. Jo h n  Q. A dam s.
A nnie H ad se lle  M orey. 
A lona H arr in g to n .
A lice L o rin g  B ailey .
M rs. A bbie F . P h illip s . 
M ary  J . D rew .
M rs. M ary  F . B a tes .
L u c y  L . B ry a n t .
M ary  J .  Drew^
N e tt ie  C. B ridges.
A ndrew  B acher.
E ste lle  E . W illa rd .
M rs. A. H . K eys.
L u lu  B . T obey .
C heste r M. B a rto n .
M rs. R eu b e n  H  B elden.
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H a v e r h i l l ,
Washington Square,
H av erh ill P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
W ash in g to n  S q u are  B ran c h , .
Ayer's Village, 
Rocks Village, .  
Bradford, 
H aw ley ,
Wesl Hawley, . 
H e a th ,
H in g h am , .
Nantasket, 
H in sd a le , .
H o lb ro o k ,. 
H o lden ,
H o llan d , .
H o llis ton , .
H o l y o k e ,
H opedale ,
H o p k in to n ,
H u b b a rd s to n ,
H u d so n , .
H u ll,
H u n tin g to n , 
Norwich H ill, 
Knightville, 
H y d e  P a rk , 
Readville, 
Ip sw ich , . 
K in g s to n , . 
L akev ille , .
North Lakeville, 
South Lakeville, 
L a n cas te r, 
L an esb o ro u g h , . 
L a w r e n c e ,
South Lawrence, 
Lee,
L e ices te r, . 
Greenville, 
Rochdale,
Lenox, 
L eom inste r, 
L e v e re tt , . 
Hillsborough, . 
Moore'8 Corner, 
North Leverett, 
L ex ing ton ,
East Lexington, 
L eyden ,
L incoln ,
L ittle to n , . 
L ongm eadow , 
L o w e l l , . 
L udlow , 
L unen b u rg ,
L y n n ,
L ynnfield , 
M a l d e n , . 
M anchester,
A y er’s V illage B ran c h , .
R o ck s  V illage B ran c h , .
B rad fo rd  B ran ch , .
H aw ley  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
H aw ley  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
H e a th  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
H in g h am  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
N a n ta sk e t L ib ra ry , . .
H in sd a le  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  A ssocia­
tion .
H o lb ro o k  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
G ale F ree  L ib ra ry ,
H o llan d  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
H o llis ton  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
H o lyoke P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
B a n c ro ft M em orial L ib ra ry , . 
H o p k in to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
H u b b a rd s to n  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
H u d so n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
H u ll V illage L ib ra ry ,
H u n tin g to n  F ree  L ib ra ry ,
N orw ich  H ill B ran ch , .
K n ig h tv ille  B ranch ,
H y d e  P a rk  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
R eadv ille  B ran ch ,
Ip sw ich  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
F rederic  C. A dam s P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
L akev ille  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
N o rth  B ran ch , . . . .  
S o u th  B ran ch ,
L a n c a s te r  T ow n  L ib ra ry , 
L anesbo rough  T ow n  L ib ra ry , 
L aw rence  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
S o u th  L aw rence  B ran ch ,
Lee P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
L e ices te r P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
C opeland M em orial L ib ra ry , . 
R och d a le  B ranch ,
L enox  L ib ra ry , . . . .  
L eom inste r P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
L e v e re tt  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
H illsbo rough  B ran ch , .
M oore’s C orner B ran ch ,
N o rth  L e v e re tt F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
C ary  M em orial L ib ra ry ,
E a s t  L ex in g to n  B ran ch ,
L eyden  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
L inco ln  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
R eu b e n  H o a r  L ib ra ry , . 
L ongm eadow  T ow n L ib r a r y , .
C ity  L ib ra ry  of Low ell,
H u b b a rd  M em orial L ib ra ry , . 
L u n e n b u rg  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
L y n n  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
L ynnfie ld  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
M alden P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
M an ch este r P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
M ansfield,
M arb lehead ,
M arion,
M a r l b o r o u g h , .
Robin H ill, 
M arshfield,
Marshfield Hills, 
M ashpee, .
South Mashpee, 
M a tta p o ise tt, 
M ay n a rd , . 
M edfield, . 
M e d f o r d ,
M edw ay, West, 
M edway Village,
M ansfield P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
A b b o t P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
M arion  L ib ra ry  A ssociation , . 
M arlbo rough  P u b lic  L ib r a ry , . 
R o b in  H ill Im p ro v e m e n t Socie ty , 
V en tress  F ree  L ib ra ry ,
C lift R o d g ers  F ree  L ib ra ry , . 
M ashpee F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
S o u th  M ashpee B ranch , 
M a tta p o ise tt F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 
M aynard  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
M edfield P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
M edford P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
M edw ay F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
D ean  L ib ra ry ,
J o h n  G ra n t M oulton. 
M arth a  E . B arrow s and 
G race L. H a tch .
E dw in  M. H aseltine.
A. P ea r l Saw yer.
K a te  E . Johnson .
M rs. M orris N. Brown.
M rs. D elia  E . V incent. 
H e n ry  K irk  S m ith .
H aw 'kes Fearing .
M ary  W e n tw o rth  Clark. 
Jam e s  H osm er.
Zenas A aron F rench.
M rs. A ddie M. H olden.
D elia  M. B lodgett. 
Jo seph ine  E . Rockwood. 
F ra n k  G renell Willcox. 
H a rr ie t  B. Sornborger.
Effie L . W oods.
L u cy  H a rr ie t Grimes.
M rs. G race M. W hittem ore. 
C arrie E . M itchell.
M rs. A deline E . Munson. 
H e n ry  S tickney .
C larence B ates.
E liza b e th  A insw orth.
H e n ry  M. D ean, J r .
M rs. M ary  B . Maine.
M rs. Jenn ie  F . M cLauthlen. 
M ary  L uella  Nelson.
M rs. W illiam  F . Harlow. 
M rs. S ally  W inslow.
V irg in ia  M. K eyes.
M abel R h in eh art.
W illiam  A. W alsh.
M ary  S ta llm an .
M ary  W hittem ore  W arren. 
R ev . H e n ry  Schw ab.
M rs. A r th u r  W oodhead. 
A nna Louise W hite. 
F lo rence E th e l W heeler. 
E lsie R . Ames.
M rs. E t ta  Ball.
M rs. F ra n k  Bourne.
E d ith  E lla  F isk.
M arian  P . K irk land .
E m m a O strom  Nichols. 
B elknap  Severance.
L yd ia  J .  Chapin.
M rs. A delia M. Parker.
M rs. K a th a rin e  C. Gates. 
F rederick  A. Chase.
E d ith  H . Crowninshield.
L. F ran ces  Jones.
H a r r ie t  Louise M atthew s. 
E liza b e th  W . G reen.
Lizzie A. W illiam s. 
D elucena L o th rop  Bing­
ham .
Id a  F ran ces  H odges.
M rs. S arah  E . Gregory. 
Alice A ustin  R yder.
S arah  E . C otting.
M rs. G eorge H an ley . 
Jo sh u a  T . B aker.
Jen n ie  F ord .
C la ra N . Collins.
M rs. A deline Mills.
C la ra F . S herm an .
M rs. S a rah  F ran ces  N ym an. 
L u c re tia  M. Johnson .
M ary  E . S arg en t.
M rs. A n n a  F ales.
B e r th a  C. N ew ell.
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M e l r o s e, .
Mention, .
Merrimac, .
Methuen, . 
M iddleborough, . 
Middlefield,
Bancroft,
Middleton,
Milford,
Millbury, .
Millis,
Milton,
East Milton, . 
Mattapan,
Russell,
Milton Village, 
Monroe, .
Monroe Bridge, 
Monson, .
Montague,
Miller's Falls, 
Turner'8 Falls, 
Monterey,
M ontgomery,
Mount W ash ing ton , . 
N ahant,
N antucket,
Natick,
South Natick, . 
Needham, 
Highlandville,
New A shford,
N e w  B e d f o r d , .
North District,
South District,
New B rain tree , . 
N e w b u r y p o r t , .
South Newburyport, 
New M arlborough,
M ill River, . 
Clayton, .
Hartsville,
Southfield,
Southfield,
New Salem,
N e w t o n , .
Auburndale, . 
Newton Centre, 
Newton Upper Falls, 
West Newton, . 
Norfolk,
N o r t h  A d a m s , . 
Blackinton, 
Braytonville, . 
Houghtonville, 
Beaver, .
N orth  A ndover,
N orth A ttleb o ro u g h , . 
Adamsdale,
New Boston, .
N orth  Brookfield,
N orth  R ead ing , . 
N o r t h a m p t o n , .
 ^Florence, 
N o r t h a m p t o n , . 
N orthbo rough , . 
N orthbridge , 
N orthfield ,
N orton,
N orwell, .
N orw ood, .
O akham , .
O range,
North Orange,.
M elrose P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
T a f t  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
M errim ac P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
N ev in s  M em orial L ib ra ry , 
M idd leborough  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
M iddlefield  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
B a n c ro ft B ra n c h ,.
F lin t  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
M ilford T ow n  L ib ra ry , .
M illbu ry  T ow n  L ib ra ry ,
M illis P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
M ilton  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
E a s t  M ilton  R ea d in g  R oom , . 
M a tta p a n  R ea d in g  R oom ,
R usse ll R ea d in g  R oom ,
M ilton  V illage S ta t io n ,
M onroe F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
M onroe B ridge  B ran ch ,
M onson F ree  L ib ra ry , .
M o n tague P u b lic  l i b r a r y ,
M iller’s  P alls  B ran c h , .
C arnegie P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
M o n te rey  F ree  L ib ra ry , 
M o n tg o m ery  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
M ou n t W a sh in g to n  F ree  L ib ra ry , . 
N a h a n t P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
N a n tu c k e t A thenaeum ,
M orse In s t i tu te  L ib ra ry ,
B acon  F ree  L ib ra ry ,
N eed h am  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
H ig h la n d v ille  B ran c h , .
N ew  A sh fo rd  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  of N ew  B ed ­
ford .
N o rth  B ran c h , . . . .
S o u th  B ran ch , . . . .
N ew  B ra in tre e  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
N e w b u ry p o rt P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
S o u th  E n d  R ea d in g  R oom , .
N ew  M arlbo rough  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
Mill R iv e r  B ran ch ,
C lay to n  B ran c h , . . . .  
H a rtsv ille  B ran c h ,
S ou th fie ld  B ran c h , . .
S ey m o u r L ib ra ry  A ssociation ,
N ew  S alem  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
N ew to n  F ree  L ib ra ry , .
A u b u rn d a le  B ran ch ,
N ew to n  C en tre  B ran c h ,
N ew ton  U p p e r  F alls  B ran ch ,
W e st N ew ton  B ran c h , .
N orfo lk  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
N o rth  A d am s P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
O scar A . A rch er B ran c h , 
B ray to n v ille  B ran c h , . 
H o u g h to n v ille  B ran ch ,
B ea v er B ran ch , . .
N o rth  A n d o v er P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
R ic h a rd s  M em orial L ib ra ry , . 
A dam sdale  B ran ch ,
N ew  B o s to n  B ran ch ,
N o r th  B rookfield  F ree  P u b lic  L i­
b r a ry  a n d  R ea d in g  R oom .
F lin t  L ib ra ry ,
N o r th a m p to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
F lo rence  B ran ch , .
F o rb es  L ib ra ry , .
N o r th b o ro u g h  F ree  L ib ra ry , . 
W h itin sv ille  Social L ib ra ry , . 
D ick in so n  M em orial L ib ra ry , 
N o rto n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
Ja m e s  L ib ra ry ,
M orrill M em orial L ib ra ry ,
O ak h am  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
O range F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
N o r th  O range B ran c h , .
C arrie  M. W o rth en .
A nn ie  W . G askill.
L ouise C. B ra c k e tt.
H a r r ie t  L. C rosby.
M rs. A dela ide K . T h a tc h e r . 
M etcalf J .  S m ith .
S a rah  L . S avery .
S am uel A. F le tch er. 
N a th a n ie l F . B lake.
C aro lyn  C. W a te rs .
M rs. A nn ie  M acdonough . 
G e rtru d e  E m m o n s  F o rre s t. 
Jo se p h in e  M. B abcock  
E llen  F . Vose.
Jen n ie  W . K en n ed y .
M ary  M. K rim .
L illian  A . G ordon.
M rs. H a tt ie  B row n.
N ellie F . S qu ier.
K a te  A . A rm stro n g .
Jessie  E . Jo h n so n .
A nna W . B a tso n .
M rs. H a tt ie  B . B ills.
M rs. D . L . A llyn .
M ay W . P erk in s .
C la ra P a rk e r .
M ira  R . P a r tr id g e .
M rs. A dela ide  W illiam s. 
M rs. R ie lla  Ju lia n a  D u n n . 
B e r th a  E . C oburn .
G eorge H . T rip p .
W illiam  B row n.
R o b e r t  A llen.
C arrie  F ran ces  B ush .
Jo h n  D . P arso n s .
M aud  H eyw ood .
K a th a r in e  C la ra  D oyle.
M rs. W . R . F ields.
M rs. L u ra  A. D o n cas te r. 
K a te  L . B aldw in .
K a te  L . B aldw in .
M rs. G en ev a  Seig B a lla rd . 
E l iz a b e th  P . T h u rs to n . 
A nnie E . B u n k er.
Ju lia  C. H enshaw .
M ary  E . B a rn a rd .
H elen  W heeler.
W a lte r  L . Sykes.
M abel T em ple .
G lad y s  H ug h es .
H elen  B row n.
S ad ie  H enderson .
C harles P rin d le .
H a n n a h  Jo se p h in e  Q uealy . 
L ed a  J a n e  T h o m p so n . 
N e tt ie  M. P e rry .
M aud D a lto n .
N ellie L . S m ith .
A ddie W . G ow ing.
S a rah  D . K ellogg.
M a tild a  P . S chw arz. 
W illiam  P a rk e r  C u tte r . 
M ary  E v e ly n  P o tte r .
M rs. W illiam  H . F u lle r. 
M rs. C. A. R a n d a ll.
E m ily  A. T itu s .
Jo se p h  F . M errit t.
J a n e  A th e rto n  H e w itt . 
F ra n k  E . D av is.
G race H . D aw ley .
M rs. S a ra  E . R ich .
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O rleans,
O tis,
O xford ,
North Oxford, . 
P alm er,
P a x to n ,
P eab o d y , . 
P eab o d y , .
P e lh am ,
W est Pelham , . 
P em broke , 
Bryantville, 
P ep p ere ll, .
P e ru ,
P e te rsh a m ,
P h illip s to n ,
P i t t s f i e l d ,
P lain field ,
P ly m o u th ,
North Plymouth, 
P ly m p to n , 
P re s c o tt , .
East District, . 
H ill District, . 
P r in c e to n , . 
P ro v in ce to w n , . 
Q u i n c y , . 
R an d o lp h ,
S now  L ib ra ry , .
O tis  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
O xford  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
N o rth  O xford  B ran ch , .
Y oung  M en’s L ib ra ry  A ssociation , . 
P a x to n  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . 
P e a b o d y  In s t i tu te  L ib ra ry , .
E b e n  D ale S u tto n  R efe rence L i­
b ra ry .
P e lh a m  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,.
W e s t P e lh am  B ran ch , .
P em b ro k e  F ree  L ib ra ry ,
Cobb L ib ra ry , .
L aw rence  L ib rary ,
F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  of P eru , 
P e te rsh a m  M em orial L ib ra ry , 
P h illip s  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . 
B erk sh ire  A th en æ u m , .
P lain field  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
P ly m o u th  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
L o ring  R ea d in g  R oom ,
P ly m p to n  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
P re s c o tt  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
E a s t  B ranch ,
H ill B ranch , .
P rin c e to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
P rov in ce to w n  P u b lic  L ib rary , 
T h o m as C rane P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 
T u rn e r  F ree  L ib ra ry , .
R a y n h a m ,
North Raynha
R ea d in g , . 
R eh o b o th ,
R evere ,
R ich m o n d , 
R o ch este r,
North Rochester, 
R o ck lan d ,
R o ck p o rt.
Pigeon Cove, 
R ow e,
R ow ley ,
R o y a ls to n ,
R ussell,
Woronoco,
Russell M ountain, 
R u tla n d , .
S a l e m ,
S alisbu ry , 
S andisfie ld , 
S andw ich ,
S augus,
S avoy,
S c itu a te , .
North Scituate 
S eekonk , .
S h aro n ,
Sheffield, . 
S helbu rne ,
Shelburne Falls, 
S h e rb o rn , .
S hirley ,
R a y n h a m  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
N o rth  R a y n h a m  L ib ra ry  A ssocia­
tion .
R ea d in g  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
B land ing  L ib ra ry ,
R eve re  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , .
R ich m o n d  F ree  P ub lic  L ib rary , 
R o ch e ste r F ree  P ub lic  L ib rary , 
N o rth  R o ch e ste r B ranch ,
R o ck lan d  M em orial L ib rary , . 
R o ck p o rt P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
P igeon  Cove L ib ra ry , .
R ow e T ow n L ib ra ry ,
R o w ley  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . 
R o y a ls to n  P ub lic  L ib rary ,
R ussell P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
W oronoco  B ranch ,
R ussell M oun ta in  B ranch ,
R u tla n d  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
Salem  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
S a lisb u ry  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
Sandisfield  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
S andw ich  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 
S augus F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , .
S av o y  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
S a tu i t  L ib ra ry , . .
P e irce  M em orial L ib ra ry ,
S eekonk  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
S h aro n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,.
Sheffield F ree  Tow n L ib rary , 
S he lb u rn e  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
A rm s P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
S h erb o rn  T ow n  L ib ra ry ,
S h irley  P u b lic  L ib r a ry , .
S h rew sbu ry ,
S h u te sb u ry ,
S om erse t, . 
S o m e r v i l l e ,
S o u th  H ad le y , .
South Hadley F a lls,. 
S o u th a m p to n , . 
S o u th b o ro u g h , . 
S ou th b rid g e ,
S o u th  w ick,
S h rew sb u ry  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 
S h u te sb u ry  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
S o m erse t F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 
S om erville  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
G ay lo rd  M em orial L ib ra ry , . 
S o u th  H ad le y  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 
S o u th a m p to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
F a y  L ib ra ry ,
S o u th b rid g e  P ub lic  l i b r a r y ,  . 
S o u thw ick  P ub lic  L ib rary ,
N am e of L ibrarian .
H iram  M yers.
M rs. O live J .  D avison.
M rs. C lara A. Fuller.
N ellie M. Tolm an.
R o b e rt J .  F uller.
R en a  R obinson.
L y m an  P . Osborn.
A ug u sta  F . D aniels.
M ary  A. K eith .
M rs. L y m an  Allen.
E llen  F . Cox.
M rs. Ju lia  W . M orton.
M rs. M. F ann ie  S hat tuck. 
M rs. Joseph ine  J . D. Barden. 
F an n ie  G ordon Prince.
M rs. F lo ra  V. D anforth . 
H a rla n  H . B allard.
A nna M. K ing.
Nellie Thom as.
Alice Crane.
Jo h n  S herm an.
F lo ra  A. Griswold.
M rs. F lo ra  Brow n.
H elen  A. D ickinson.
S usan  A. D avis.
A bbie Cook P u tnam . 
A m elia L . Bum pus.
C harles C h i t t e n d e n  
F arn h am .
L ucy  W . Tliom pson.
M rs. M ary  H . B arton .
B e rth a  L. Brow n.
N e ttie  M. E arle .
H a rr ie t T . Fenno.
M rs. A bbie E . Barnes.
A nne T . R yder.
R ev . J o h n  P . Trowbridge, 
A ngela W . Collins.
E lsie  M. D ann .
M arth a  D . F re tch .
M rs. A lice E . Newell.
M rs. C a tharine  N. Mighill. 
M rs. E m eline E . Mackenzie. 
M rs. M. Belle Shelley.
M rs. F in la y  Bower.
M rs. C. J . Thom pson.
M rs. M arth a  L. P rou ty . 
G ard n er M. Jones.
A lice R . Currier.
C arrie M. B arker.
A nnie A. Rogers.
E m m a E . N ew hall.
W illiam  F . Briggs.
B lanche C. G ardner.
M rs. M ary  L. Lee.
E d n a  T . L ane.
E m m a A. B aker.
M rs. G ertru d e  S. Gleason. 
M ercy  A. A nderson.
D an ie l W . W ilcox.
M. N ellie C lark.
M rs. A lice L i v e r m o r e  
W rig h t.
M abel E . Ivnow lton.
M ary  L . C lark.
M yra  B a b b itt.
S am  W a lte r  Foss.
R ebecca  F ran ces  Sm ith . 
G rover C. K irley .
E v a  M. G rid ley .
F ran cen a  E . B uck.
E lla  E . M iersch.
W ilder B e n n e tt  H ard ing .
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Spencer,
S p r i n g f i e l d ,
Indian Orchard, 
Ferry Street, . 
Forest Park, . 
Sterling, . 
S tockbridge, 
Glendale, 
Interlaken, 
Stoneham , 
Stoughton,
Stow,
Sturbridge, 
Sudbury, . 
Sunderland, 
Sutton,
Manchaug, 
South Sutton, . 
West Sutton, . 
Wilkinsonville, 
Sw am pscott, 
Swansea, . 
T a u n t o n . 
Tem pleton, 
Tewksbury, 
Tisbury,
Tolland, . 
Topsfield, . 
Townsend,
Truro,
North Truro, . 
South Truro, . 
Tyngsborough, . 
Tyringham , 
Upton,
Uxbridge,
W akefield,
Greenwood,
Wales,
Walpole, .
East Walpole, 
W a l t h a m ,
WTare,
W areham ,.
W arren,
W arw ick, . 
W atertow n, 
W ayland, . 
W ebster, .
N am e of L ib ra ry .
R ic h a rd  Sugden  L ib ra ry , •
C ity  L ib ra ry  A ssociation  of S pring- 
field.
In d ia n  O rch ard  B ran ch ,
F e rry  S tre e t B ran ch ,
F o res t P a rk  B ran ch ,
S te rlin g  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
S tock b rid g e  L ib ra ry  A ssociation , 
G lendale B ran ch ,
In te r la k e n  B ranch ,
S to n eh a m  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
S to u g h to n  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
R a n d a ll M em orial L ib ra ry , . 
Jo sh u a  H y d e  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
G oodnow  L ib ra ry ,
S u n d e rla n d  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
S u tto n  F ree  L ib ra ry ,
M anchaug  B ran ch ,
S o u th  S u tto n  B ran c h , .
W est S u tto n  B ran c h , . 
W ilk in sonv ille  B ran c h , . 
S w a m p sc o tt F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
S w ansea  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
T a u n to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
B o y n to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
T e w k sb u ry  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
V in ey a rd  H a v en  L ib ra ry ,
T o llan d  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
Topsfield  T ow n  L ib ra ry ,
T ow nsend  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
T ru ro  T ow n L ib ra ry ,
N o r th  T ru ro  B ran ch ,
S o u th  T ru ro  B ran ch ,
L ittle fie ld  L ib ra ry ,
T y rin g h a m  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
U p to n  T ow n  L ib ra ry ,
U x b rid g e  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
! B eebe T ow n  L ib ra ry , .
! G reenw ood B ran ch ,
! W ales  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
| W alpo le  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
E a s t  W alpo le  B ran c h , .
1 W a lth a m  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
; Y o u n g  M en’s L ib ra ry  A ssociation , 
i W a re h am  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
! W a rre n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
; W arw ick  F ree  L ib r a ry , .
I F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
, W a y lan d  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
i W e b s te r  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
Wellesley,
W ellfleet, .
W endell, .
Farley, .
W enham , . 
W estborough,
W est B oylston , . 
WTest B ridgew ater, 
W est Brookfield, 
W estfield.
M  undale, 
W estford, 
W estham p ton , .
W estm inster,
W est N ew bury , .
First Parish, . 
W estport,
Horseneck,
Head of Westport, 
South Westport, 
Brownell'8 Corner, 
Westport Point, 
W est S pringfield,
. ! W ellesley  F ree  L ib ra ry ,
. j W ellflee t P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
. j  W endell F ree  L ib ra ry , .
. ! F a r le y  B ranoh ,
.  j  W e n h am  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
W estb o ro u g h  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
. | W e s t B oy ls ton  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
. ! W e st B rid g e w a te r P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
.  j  M erriam  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
W estfie ld  A thenaeum , .
M undale  B ran ch ,
J .  V. F le tc h e r  L ib ra ry , . 
W e s th a m p to n  R eu n io n  T ow n  L i­
b ra ry .
F o rb u sh  M em orial L ib ra ry , .
.  j  W e st N ew b u ry  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
. F irs t  P a r is h  B ran ch ,
. i W e s tp o r t  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
H orseneck  B ranch ,
W e s tp o r t  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
. S o u th  W e stp o rt B ranch ,
B row nell’s C orner B ran ch ,
. W e s tp o rt P o in t L ib ra ry ,
. W e s t Springfie ld  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
N am e of L ib ra rian .
A lb e rt W . C u rtis .
H ille r  C. W e llm an .
N ellie E . D odge.
B essie A m sden .
H a r r ie t  B . W inso r.
M ary  D . P eck .
C aroline P . W ells. 
V o lun teers .
S. C. B u rg h a rd t.
M rs. H . M arilla  B oyce.
M. A lice B u rn h am .
M rs. S u sa n  M. L aw rence . 
M rs. E u n ice  C. Locke.
M ary  L . C u tte r .
A bbie T . M<pntague.
S a ra h  M. Mills.
F ran c is  T ru sc o tt.
M rs. M ary  L ittle fie ld .
Ja so n  W a ters .
A r th u r  M errill.
S a rah  L ouise H onors.
J u lia  R . W e lling ton .
Jo sh u a  E d d y  C rane.
G race E . B lo d g e tt.
H a r r ie t te  G. Lee.
M abel T . T ilto n .
W ilb e r t M unn .
A lb e rt M. D odge.
M rs. E v e ly n  L . W a rre n .
M rs. L a u re n a  A. R y d e r .
M rs. E l iz a b e th  B . Sm all. 
A llison  B . C obb.
E llen  L y d ia  P e rh am .
H aze l T in k er.
M rs. L a u ra  C. S ad le r. 
B ea trice  P u tn a m .
M rs. H a r r ie t  A . S h ep ard .
H . G e rtru d e  Lee.
Leon H . T hom pson .
Id a  J . P h e lp s .
M rs. M ary  E . B ill.
H a r r ie t  B . H a y d e n .
A lex in a  P . B urgess.
Jo sep h  G ilb e rt H as tin g s . 
C la ra A. Jones.
S olon  F . W h itn e y .
M arg a re t E . W heeler.
M rs. Phoebe P a lm e r K in g s ­
b u ry .
F lo rence  M ay  O sborne .
M rs. K a te  E . B row n.
M rs. M ary  E . W h ite .
E th e l F a rle y .
B en jam in  H . C on an t.
M rs. N ellie F . S m ith .
A nn ie  M. W a ite .
M ary  L . P erk in s .
M ary  P . F o ste r.
H e rb e r t  W . D en io .
R ev . E .  A . B row nell.
M ary  P . B unce .
G eorge E . K n ig h t.
S ad ie  F . G reene.
C aroline C arr.
M rs. Isab e l A . K e n n e t t .  
A nn ie R . H o w lan d .
M rs. A r th u r  T ue ll.
E . W . B u r t,  M .D .
M rs. M ary  B . G ifford.
M rs. Jefferson  R ey n o ld s. 
C asilda Cory.
D an ie l G . W h ite .
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N a m e s  o f  F r e e  P u b l i c  L ib r a r i e s  a n d  N a m e s  o f  L ib r a r i a n s  — Con.
C i t i e s  a n d  T o w n s . N am e of L ib rary . N am e of L ibrarian .
W est S tockb ridge , 
W e st T isb u ry , . 
W eston ,
W estw ood ,
W e y m o u th ,
South Weymouth, 
W h a te ly , .
W h itm a n , . 
W ilb rah am , 
W illiam sburg , 
Haydenville, . 
W illiam stow n , .
South W illiamstown, 
W ilm ing ton , 
W inchendon , 
W in ch este r,
W indso r, .
W in th ro p , .
W o b u r n , . 
W o r c e s t e r ,
Belmont Street, 
Grafton Square, 
Greendale,
Lake View,
New  Worcester, 
Quinsigamond,
South Worcester, 
Tatnuck, 
W o rth in g to n , 
W ren th am ,
Y arm o u th ,
South Yarmouth, 
W est Yarmouth,
W est S tock b rid g e  F ree  L ib ra ry , 
W e st T isb u ry  F ree  P u b lic  L ib r a ry , . 
W eston  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
W estw ood  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
T u fts  L ib ra ry , . . . .
Fogg M em orial L ib ra ry ,
W h a te ly  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
W h itm a n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
M eekins M em orial L ib ra ry , . 
H ay d en v ille  F ree  L ib ra ry , 
W illiam stow n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
S o u th  W illiam stow n P ub lic  L ib rary , 
W ilm ing ton  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , . 
W inchendon  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
W in ch este r P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
W indso r F ree  P ub lic  L ib rary , 
W in th ro p  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
W o b u rn  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  of th e  C ity  of 
W orcester.
B e lm o n t S tre e t B ran ch ,
G ra fto n  S quare  B ranch ,
G reendale B ranch ,
L ak e  View B ranch ,
N ew  W orceste r B ranch , 
Q uinsigam ond  B ranch ,
S o u th  W orceste r B ranch ,
T a tn u c k  B ranch ,
W o rth in g to n  F ree  L ib ra ry , . 
W re n th a m  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
Y a rm o u th  L ib ra ry  A ssociation, 
F ree  Social L ib ra ry ,
W e st Y a rm o u th  L ib ra ry ,
F ran ces  J .  E dw ards.
C yrus M ante r.
M aude M. P ennock.
A nnie L . R ichardson. 
C aroline A ugusta  B l a n ­
cha rd .
R u th  N . Tow er.
M rs. E lla  L . E lder.
E llena  S. Spilsted.
E un ice  M. B ates.
A da M ay Chandler. 
T hom as H . Ives.
L u cy  F . Curtis.
M rs. L ucy  T o rrey  Sanford. 
A nna T olm an Sheldon. 
M rs. Sylv ia M. Manzer. 
Cora A rdella Quimby. 
A g a th a  B icknell.
Alice A. M unday.
W illiam  R . C utter.
Sam uel S w e tt Green.
J o h n  T . E km an .
Jam e s  A. M anley.
M. L . B lanche H am el.
R ev . W illiam  A. Fobes. 
W illiam  A lonzo Barrows. 
V em er G. A nderson.
C. J . Foley.
E v a  J . P ren tiss .
K a th a rin e  McD. Rice.
M ary  A delaide Sm ith.
M rs. L yd ia  C. M atthews. 
M rs. T am sen  F . Baker.
M rs. M aria Taylor.
A p p e n d i x  II.
A E o i l  o f  H o n o r
L ist of  G iv ers  of F r ee  P ublic  L ibrary 
B uildings in  M assachusetts.

GIVERS OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY BUILDINGS IN MASSACHUSETTS.
A c t o n , . 
A m e s b u r y , 
A m h e r s t , N o r t h , 
A n d o v e r , 
A r l i n g t o n , .
A s h b u r n h a m , 
A s h b y , .
A s h l a n d ,
A t h o l , . 
A t t l e b o r o u g h , 
A y e r . . 
B a r n s t a b l e , 
B a r r e , .
B e c k e t ,
B e l c h e r t o w n ,
B e l m o n t ,
B e r n a r d s t o n ,
B i l l e r i c a ,
B l a n d f o r d , .
B o l t o n ,
B o u r n e ,
B o y l s t o n ,
B r a i n t r e e , . 
B r i m f i e l d ,
B r o o k f i e l d , .
C a m b r i d g e , .
C a n t o n ,
C a r l i s l e ,
C h a r l e m o n t ,
C h a t h a m ,
C h e l m s f o r d ,
C h e l s e a ,
C l i n t o n ,
CoHASSET,
G ift of H on . W illiam  A . W ilde  of M alden.
. B e q u e st of M ary  A. B a rn a rd  a n d  o th e rs .
. M ain ly  th e  g if t  of c itizens.
. G ift of citizens.
. G ift of M rs. M aria  C. R o b b in s  of B ro o k ly n , N . Y ., as  a  m em oria l 
of h e r  h u sb an d .
. G ift of G eorge F . S tevens.
. G if t of E d w in  C hap m an  of B oston .
. G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
. G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
. G ift of c itizens.
. G if t of F red e rick  F . A y e r of N ew  Y o rk .
G ift of H o n . W illiam  S tu rg is  of B oston .
G ift of H e n ry  W oods of B osto n .
. G if t of M iss B lanche  P erk in s , a s  a  m em oria l of h e r  p a re n ts .
B eq u e st of J o h n  F ran c is  C lapp.
. G ift of H e n ry  O. U nderw ood .
. G ift of H o n . H e n ry  W . C ushm an .
. G if t of M rs. Jo sh u a  B e n n e tt.
. G ift of M rs. Jo sep h in e  E . S. P o r te r  of H a r tfo rd , a s  a  m em oria l 
of h e r  son, E d g a r  Sheffield P o r te r .
. G ift of A nnie E liza  W h itn e y  of L a n cas te r .
. G ift of M iss E m ily  H . B ou rne , as  a  m em oria l of h e r  fa th e r , th e  
H o n . J o n a th a n  B ourne .
. G ift of M iss S alom e E . W h ite  of B ro o k ly n , N . Y ., a s  a  m em oria l 
of h e r  m o th e r , M rs. H a r r ie t  S aw y er W h ite .
. G ift of G en. S y lv an u s  T h a y e r .
. G ift of Ja m e s  D an ie lson  L inco ln , a s  a  m em oria l of h is  m o th e r  
a n d  h is  w ife.
. G ift of W illiam  A. B an is te r  of N ew  Y o rk .
. G ift of F red erick  H . R in d g e  of Los A ngeles.
. G if t of A u g u stu s  H em en w ay .
. G ift of M rs. J o a n n a  G leason of S u d b u ry .
. G ift of E . R . G oodnow  a n d  o th e r  c itizens .
G ift of H o n . M arcellus E ld redge.
. G ift of A m os F . A dam s of B oston .
G ift of H o n . E u s ta c e  C. F itz .
. G ift of A ndrew  Carnegie.
. M em orial of P a u l P r a t t .
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C o n c o r d , . G ift of W illiam  M unroe.
C o n w a y , . G if t of H o n . M arshall F ie ld  of Chicago, as  a  m em orial of his 
p a ren ts .
C U M M IN G T O N , . G if t of W illiam  Cullen B ry a n t .
D a l t o n , G ift of th e  C rane fam ily .
D a n v e r s , . G ift of G eorge P eab o d y .
D a r t m o u t h , S o u t h , . G ift of J o h n  H . S o u th w o rth  of Springfield.
D e d h a m , B eq u ests  a n d  g ifts  of citizens.
D e e r f i e l d , . . B eq u e st of M rs. E s th e r  D ickinson.
D e n n i s , . B eq u e st of Jaco b  S ears.
D o u g l a s , . G ift of Jam e s  M. F airfield  of B oston , as  a  m em orial of his father 
a n d  m o th e r , S im on a n d  Phoebe C hurchill Fairfield.
D u n s t a b l e , . . B eq u e st of M rs. S a ra h  R o b y  fo r a  tow n  hall and  L ib rary  build­
ing.
D u x b u r y , . G ift of M rs. G eorge W . W rig h t, as  a  m em orial of he r son, George 
B u ck h a m  W rig h t.
E a s t  B r i d g e w a t e r , . G ift of C yrus W a sh b u rn  of W ellesley.
E a s t h a m , . G ift of E a s th a m  V illage Im p ro v e m en t Society.
E a s t h a m p t o n , . G if t of M rs. E m ily  G. W illiston .
E a s t o n , . G ift of H o n . O liver A m es an d  M rs. S arah  L . Ames.
E d g a r t o w n , . . G ift of A ndrew  Carnegie.
E s s e x , . . B eq u e st of T . 0 .  H . P . B u rn h am  of Boston.
E v e r e t t , . G ift of A lb e rt M. P arlin , as  a  m em orial of h is  son.
East Everett, . B eq u e st of W illiam  S hu te .
F a i r h a v e n , . . G ift of H e n ry  H . an d  A bbie P . R ogers, as a  m em orial of their 
d a u g h te r , M illicent.
F i t c h b u r g , . . G ift of H on . R o d n ey  W allace.
F r a n k l i n , . G ift of d au g h te rs  of H on . Jo seph  G. R ay , as  a  mem orial of their 
fa th e r .
F r e e t o w n , . G ift of M rs. E . F lorence H a th a w a y  Crowell, as  a memorial of her 
fa th e r , H on . G uilford B . H a th a w a y .
G a r d n e r , . G ift of ch ild ren  of Levi H eyw ood.
G e o r g e t o w n , . G ift of G eorge P eabody .
G l o u c e s t e r , . . G ift of S am uel E . S aw yer.
G r a n v i l l e , . . G ift of H o n . M. B . W h itn e y  an d  o the rs.
G r e a t  B a r r i n g t o n , . G ift of he irs  of T h o m as G. R am sdell, as  a  m em orial of their 
fa th e r  a t  H ousa ton ic .
G r o t o n , . P a r t ly  th e  g if t of M rs. C h arlo tte  A. L. Sibley.
H a d l e y , . G if t of Jo h n  D w ig h t a n d  o the rs.
H a r v a r d , . M ain ly  th e  g if t of n a tiv e s  of th e  tow n.
H a t f i e l d , . B eq u est of S am uel H . D ickinson.
H a v e r h i l l , . . G ift of H on . E . J .  M. H a le  a n d  o th e r  citizens.
H i n g h a m , . G ift of H o n . A lb e rt F earing .
H i n s d a l e , . G ift of c itizens.
H o l d e n , . G ift of H on . S am uel C. G ale of M inneapolis.
H o l l i s t o n , . G ift of A ndrew  Carnegie.
H o l y o k e , . G ift of c itizens.
H o p e d a l e , . G ift of Jo se p h  B . B an c ro ft, a s  a  m em oria l of h is  wife, Mrs. 
S y lv ia  T hw in g  B an c ro ft.
H o p k i n t o n , . . G ift of n a t iv e s  a n d  res id e n ts  of th e  tow n.
H u b b a r d s t o n . G ift of Jo n a s  G. C lark of W orcester.
1907.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 44.
H u d s o n ,
I p s w i c h ,
K i n g s t o n ,
L a n c a s t e r , . 
L a w r e n c e .
Lee,
L e i c e s t e r ,
L e n o x , .
L e x i n g t o n , .
L i n c o l n ,
L i t t l e t o n , .
L u d l o w ,
L y n n , .
M a l d e n ,
M a n c h e s t e r , . 
M a n s f i e l d , . 
M a r b l e h e a d ,
M a r i o n .
M a r l b o r o u g h , 
M a r s h f i e l d , .
M a t t a p o i s e t t ,
M e d f o r d ,
M e l r o s e ,
M e t h u e n , 
M i d d l e b o r o u g h , 
M i d d l e t o n , .
M o n s o n ,
M o n t a g u e ,
N a t i c k ,
South Natick, 
N e e d h a m , 
N e w b u r y p o r t ,
Soxtih Newburyport, 
N e w t o n ,
N o r t h  A d a m s ,
N o r t h a m p t o n ,
N o r t h a m p t o n ,
Florence, .
N o r t h  A n d o v e r , . 
N o r t h  A t t l e b o r o u g h ,
N o r t h  b o r o u g h ,
N o r t h  B r o o k f i e l d ,
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G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
G if t of C ap t. A u g u stin e  H ea rd .
B eq u e st of F red eric  C. A dam s.
M ain ly  th e  g if t of N a th a n ie l T h a y e r  an d  h is  sons.
G if t of M rs. N . G . W h ite  a n d  M iss E . A. W h ite .
G if t of A ndrew  C arnegie a n d  tow n ap p ro p ria tio n .
G ift of L o ry  S. W a tso n , D r. P lin y  E a rle , D av id  E . M erriam  an d  
o th e rs.
G ift of M rs. A deline E . S clierm erhorn .
G ift of M rs. M aria  C ary, fo r a  tow n hall a n d  lib ra ry  bu ild in g  ;
g if t of he irs  of M rs. M aria  C ary , fo r sep a ra te  l ib ra ry  b u ild ing . 
G ift of G eorge G rosvenor T a rb e ll.
G ift of ch ild ren  of W illiam  S tev e n s  H o u g h to n , a s  a  m em oria l 
of th e ir  fa th e r .
G ift of he irs  of C harles T . H u b b a rd .
G ift of M rs. E liza b e th  M. S h u te , a s  a  m em oria l of h e r  h u s b a n d . 
G ift of H on . E lish a  S. C onverse a n d  h is  w ife, as  a  m em oria l of 
th e ir  son.
G ift of T hom as Jefferson  Coolidge.
G ift of M rs. E l iz a b e th  F . N oble a n d  o th e rs .
B eq u e st of B en jam in  A b b o t of B oston .
G ift of M rs. E liza b e th  T a b e r  of N ew  B ed fo rd .
G ift of A ndrew  Carnegie.
B eq u est of S e th  J . V en tress, fo r a  l ib ra ry  a t  M arshfield  ; also 
g ift of C lift R ogers , fo r a  l ib ra ry  a t  M arshfield  H ills.
G ift of G eorge P u rr in g to n . J r .
G ift of T h a tc h e r  M agoun .
G if t  of A ndrew  C arnegie.
G if t of h e irs  of D av id  N ev ins.
B eq u e st of T h o m as  S. P e irce .
B eq u e st of H o n . C harles L . F lin t .
G ift of M rs. C arrie  R . D ale , a s  a  m em oria l of h e r  f a th e r , H o ra tio  
L yon .
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie, fo r a  b u ild in g  a t  T u rn e r ’s F alls. 
B eq u e st of M iss M ary  A nn  M orse.
B eq u e s t of O liver B acon .
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie, fo r a  b u ild in g  a t  H ig h la n d v ille .
G if t of c itizens.
G ift of W illiam  H . S w asey  a n d  o th e r  citizens.
G ift of J .  W iley  E d m u n d s  a n d  o th e r  citizens.
G if t of H o n . A lb e rt C. H o u g h to n , a s  a  m em oria l of h is  b ro th e r  
A ndrew  Ja ck so n  H o u g h to n .
B e q u e st of J o h n  C larke, su p p lem en te d  b y  o th e r  g ifts  a n d  b y  
th e  c ity .
B eq u e st of H on . C harles E d w a rd  F o rbes  
G if t of A lfred  T . L illy .
G if t of H o n . M oses T . S tevens.
G ift of ch ild ren  of E d m u n d  I . a n d  L u c y  N . R ic h a rd s , as  a m e­
m oria l of th e ir  p a re n ts .
G if t of C yrus G ale.
M ain ly  th e  g if t of E ra sm u s  H a s to n .
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N o r t h f i e l d , .
N o r t h  R e a d i n g , . 
N o r t o n ,
N o r w o o d ,
O a k h a m ,
O r l e a n s ,
O x f o r d ,
P e a b o d y ,
P e m b r o k e  ( B r y a n t v i l l e ) ,  
P e p p e r e l l , . 
P e t e r s h a m , . 
P i t t s f i e l d , . . 
P l y m o u t h ,
P r i n c e t o n , . 
P r o v i n c e t o w n ,
Q u i n c y ,
R a n d o l p h ,
R e h o b o t h ,
R e v e r e ,
R o c h e s t e r , . 
R o c k l a n d ,
R o c k p o r t ,
S a l e m , .
S c i t u a t e , N o r t h , . 
S h i r l e y ,
S h r e w s b u r y , 
S h u t e s b u r y , . 
S o m e r s e t , 
S o u t h a m p t o n ,
SOUTIIBRIDGE,
S o u t h  H a d l e y ,
S p e n c e r ,
S p r i n g f i e l d , .
S t e r l i n g ,
S t o c k b r i d g e ,
S t o n e h a m ,
S t o u g h t o n , .
S t o w ,
S t u r b r i d g e , .
S u d b u r y ,
S u n d e r l a n d ,
S w a n s e a ,
T a u n t o n ,
G ift of E lija h  M . D ick inson  of F itc h b u rg .
G ift of M rs. C harles F . F lin t .
G ift of M rs. E liza  B . W h e a to n .
G ift of G eorge H . M orrill a n d  wife, as  a  m em oria l of their 
d a u g h te r . M iss S a rah  B ond M orrill.
B eq u e st of C harles F obes of P e te rsh a m , as  a  m em orial of his 
fa th e r , A m es Fobes.
B u ilt p a r t ly  b y  sub sc rip tio n s.
G ift of C harles L a rn ed  of B oston .
G ift of G eorge P eab o d y .
G ift of M rs. R ozilla  Cobb.
B eq u e st of C harles F . L aw rence  of N ew  Y ork .
B u ilt m a in ly  b y  subsc rip tions.
G ift of H o n . T h o m as  A llen.
G ift of d au g h te rs  of W illiam  G. R ussell.
G ift of E d w a rd  A. G oodnow , a s  a  fam ily  m em orial.
G ift of H on . N a th a n  F reem an .
G ift of heirs  of T h o m as C rane.
G ift of he irs  of Col. R o y a l T u rn e r.
G ifts  of D a riu s  Goff of P a w tu c k e t. R . I.
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
P a r t ly  th e  g if t of M rs. E liz a b e th  L eonard  of New Bedford.
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
G ift of he irs  of C ap t. Jo h n  B ertram .
G ift of S ilas P eirce  of B oston , as a  m em orial of his wife.
B u ilt m a in ly  b y  b eq u e st of M rs. B etsey  D . H azen.
B equest of J u b a l H ow e.
B eq u est of M irick N . S p ear of A m herst.
B eq u est of M rs. S a rah  H ood.
G ift of W inslow  H . E dw ards , as  a  m em oria l of his father.
G ift of H olm es A m m idow n of N ew  Y ork .
G ift of W illiam  H . G ay lo rd , also g ift of A ndrew  Carnegie, for 
a  bu ild ing  a t  S o u th  H ad le y  Falls.
G ift of R ic h a rd  S ugden.
G ift of th e  C ity  L ib ra ry  A ssociation  (1870); G ift of Andrew 
C arnegie (1905).
G ift of E d w a rd  C o n an t of W orcester, as  a  m em orial of his 
d a u g h te r , E liza b e th  A nne.
G ift of H on . Jo h n  Z. G oodrich.
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
G ift of L uc iu s  C lapp of R an d o lp h .
G ift of .Miss B elinda  Lull R an d a ll, fo r e s ta te  of Jo h n  W itt Ran­
dall.
B eq u e st of G eorge B . H y d e  of B oston , a s  a  m em orial of his 
fa th e r , Jo sh u a  H yd e .
B equest of Jo h n  G oodnow  of B oston .
G ift of Jo h n  Long G raves.
G ift of H on . F . S. S tevens.
G ift of A ndrew  Carnegie.
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T y n g s b o r o u q h .
U x b r i d g e,
W a l p o l e,
W a r e , .
W a r r e n , 
W a t e r t o w n , 
W a y l a n d , 
W e l le s l e y, .
W est B r o o k f i e l d 
W e stford, 
W es tm i n s te r, 
W e s t w o o d , . 
W e y m o u t h , . .
South Weymouth 
W illiamsburg, 
Haydenville, 
W inthrop,
W o b u r n , 
W b e n t h a m , . 
Y a r m o u t h , .
. Bequest of Mrs. Lucy Littlefield, as a memorial of her daughter, 
supplemented by an appropriation by the town.
Gift of Hon. Edward C. Thayer of Keene, N. II.
. Gift of Andrew Carnegie.
. Gift of Hon. William Hyde and others.
. Gift of Nathan Richardson and others.
. Built by Hollis H. Hunnewell and others.
. Bequest of Warren Gould Roby.
. Gift of Hollis H. Hunnewell.
. Gift of Charles Merriam of Springfield.
Gift of Hon. John Varnum Fletcher.
Bequest of Charles A. Forbush.
. Gift of Howard Colburn.
. Gift of Quincy Tufts and his sister, Miss Susan Tufts.
. Bequest of John S. Fogg.
. Bequest of Stephen Meekins.
. Gift of Miss Anna Hayden.
. Gift of Mrs. Eliza W. Frost, as a memorial of her husband, sup­
plemented by an appropriation by the town.
Bequest of Charles Bowers Winn, as a memorial of his father. 
. Gift of heirs of Hon. Josiah J. Fiske.
. Gift of Nathan Matthews of Boston.
'
A p p e n d i x  III.
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY LAWS
OF
M ASSACHUSETTS.

FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY LAWS OE MASSACHUSETTS.
R e v is e d  L aw s , 1902, Ch a p t e r  38 .
General Provision.
Section 1. Library corporations and associations which have 
been legally established shall continue to have all the powers and privi­
leges and be subject to all the duties and restrictions attaching thereto.
L aw L ibraries.
Section 2. Attorneys at law who have been admitted to practise 
in the courts of the commonwealth and who are resident in a county for 
which there is no law library association may organize as a corporation, 
under the provisions of chapter one hundred and twenty-five, by the 
name of the Law Library Association for such county, and may adopt 
by-laivs which shall be subject to the approval of the superior court.
Section 3. The inhabitants of the county shall have access to the 
library and may use the books therein, subject to the provisions of 
the by-laws.
Section 4. County treasurers shall annually pay to the law library 
associations in their respective counties all sums which are paid into the 
county treasuries during , the year by the clerks of the courts, to an 
amount not exceeding two thousand dollars in any one year. They 
may also pay to said associations such further sums as the county com­
missioners may consider are necessary and proper. All sums which 
are so paid shall be applied to maintain and enlarge such libraries for 
the use of the courts and citizens. The treasurer of the law library 
association, before receiving any money from the county treasurer, 
shall give bond, w'ith sureties to the satisfaction of the commissioners, 
for the faithful application of such money, and that he will make a 
return annually to them, under oath, of the manner in which it has been 
expended.
Section 5. Each law library association shall be entitled to receive 
from the sergeant-at-arms, immediately after their publication, one 
copy of the legislative documents of the senate and house, the journal 
of the senate and the journal of the house.
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City and T own L ibraries.
Section 6. A city or town may establish and maintain public 
libraries for the use of its inhabitants, under regulations prescribed 
by the city council or by the town, and may receive, hold and manage 
any gift, bequest or devise for such library. The city council of a city 
or the selectmen of a town may place in such library the books, reports 
and laws which may be received from the commonwealth.
T rustees of T own L ibraries.
Section 7. A town which raises or appropriates money for the 
support of a free public library, or free public library and reading 
room, owned by the town, shall, at an annual meeting or special meet­
ing, unless the same has been acquired entirely or in part through some 
gift or bequest which contains other conditions or provisions for the 
election of its trustees or for its care and management which have been 
accepted by the town, elect by ballot a board of trustees consisting of 
any number of persons, male or female, divisible by three, which the 
town determines to elect. When such board is first chosen, one-third 
thereof shall be elected for one year, one-third for two years and one- 
third for three years, and thereafter one-third shall be elected annually 
for the term of three years. The board shall, from its own number, 
annually choose a chairman and secretary and, if the town so votes, a 
treasurer, who shall give a bond similar to that given by the town 
treasurer, in an amount and with sureties to the satisfaction of the select­
men. The town treasurer shall act as treasurer of the board of trustees 
until the tovcn otherwise directs.
Section 8. The board shall have the custody and management of 
the library and reading room and of all property owned by the town 
relating thereto. All money raised or appropriated by the town for its 
support and maintenance shall be expended by the board, and all 
money or property which the town may receive by gift or bequest for 
said library and reading room shall be administered by the board in 
accordance with the provisions of such gift or bequest.
Section 9. The board shall make an annual report to the town 
of its receipts and expenditures and of the property in its custody, with 
a statement of any unexpended balance of money and of any gifts or 
bequests which it holds in behalf of the town, with its recommendations.
Section 10. The provisions of the three preceding sections shall 
not apply to library associations, nor to a library organized under a 
special act.
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Board of F ree P ublic L ibrary Commissioners.
Section 11. There shall be a board of free public library commis­
sioners consisting of five persons, residents of the commonwealth, one 
of whom shall annually be appointed by the governor, with the advice 
and consent of the council, for a term of five years. The governor 
shall designate the chairman thereof.
Section 12. No member shall receive any compensation, but the 
board may annually expend not more than five hundred dollars, payable 
by the commonwealth, for clerical assistance and for other necessary 
expenses. It shall annually in January make a report to the general 
court.
Section 13. The board shall advise the librarian or trustees of any 
free public library relative to the selection or cataloguing of books and 
any other matter pertaining to the maintenance or administration of 
the library.
Section 14. Said board may, upon the application of the library 
trustees of a town which has complied with the provisions of sections 
sixteen and seventeen, and which has no free public library owned and 
controlled by the town, expend not more than one hundered dollars 
for books to be selected and purchased by said board and delivered to 
said trustees for the purpose of establishing a free public library.
Section 15. If a town, the valuation of which is not more than six 
hundred thousand dollars and which has a free public library, has com­
plied with all laws relative to the maintenance of such library, and the 
trustees of the library provide, to the satisfaction of the board, for the 
distribution of books in different parts of the town where such distribu­
tion is necessary, by means of branch libraries or deliveries, and for 
practical and effective means of rendering the library useful to the 
teachers and scholars of the public schools in such town, the board may 
expend, in such amounts and at such times as they determine, not more 
than one hundred dollars for the purchase of books for each free public 
library owned and controlled by such town.
Section 16. A town shall not be entitled to the benefits of the three 
preceding sections until it accepts the same or has accepted the corre­
sponding provisions of earlier laws and has elected a board of library 
trustees as provided in section seven, nor until said trustees have made 
provision satisfactory to said commissioners for the care and distribu­
tion of the books furnished by them.
Section 17. Such town shall, if its last assessed valuation was one 
million dollars or over, annually appropriate from the dog tax, or other­
wise provide for the use and maintenance of its free public library, not
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less than fifty dollars; if such valuation was less than one million dollars 
and not less than two hundred and fifty thousand, not less than twenty- 
five dollars; and if such valuation was less than two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars., not less than fifteen dollars.
A cts o f  1906, Ch a p t e r  183.
An Act to aid F ree P ublic L ibraries in  the Small T owns.
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
The board of free public library commissioners may annually expend 
a sum not exceeding two thousand dollars in aid of free public libra­
ries, especially in those towns the valuation of which does not exceed 
six hundred thousand dollars. Such aid may include the furnishing of 
books in small quantities, visits to libraries, the instruction of librarians, 
and such other means of encouraging and stimulating the small libra­
ries as said commissioners shall deem advisable: p r o v id e d , that a full 
detail of expenditures under this act shall be printed in the annual 
report of the commissioners.
Appropriation of M oney for L ibraries, etc.
Section 15, chapter 25 of the Revised Laws, provides that towns may 
appropriate money “for the establishment, maintenance or increase 
of a public library therein, and for the erection or provision of suitable 
buildings or rooms therefor.”
“For maintaining a library therein to which the inhabitants have 
free access and of which they have the use, and for establishing and 
maintaining a public reading room in connection with and under the 
control of the managers of such library.”
T he Dog T ax.
Section 163, chapter 102 of the Revised Laws, provides that money 
received for dog licenses and refunded to the towns “shall be expended 
for the support of public libraries or schools.”
Defacing or W ilful D etention of Books, Papers, etc.
Sections 83 and 84, chapter 208 of the Revised Laws, provide that 
“whoever wilfully, intentionally and without right, or wantonly and 
without cause, writes upon, injures, defaces, tears or destroys a book, 
plate, picture, engraving, map, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, manu­
script or statue which belongs to a law, city, town or other public or 
incorporated library shall be punished by a fine of not less than five 
nor more than fifty dollars or by imprisonment for not more than six 
months.”
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“Whoever wilfully, intentionally and without right, or wantonly 
and without cause, detains a book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, 
or manuscript which belongs to a law, city, town or other public or 
incorporated library for thirty days after notice in writing from the 
librarian thereof, containing a copy of this section and given after the 
expiration of the time which, by the regulations of such library, such 
book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet or manuscript may be kept, 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than one nor more than twenty- 
five dollars or by imprisonment for not more than six months.”
D isturbing P ublic L ibraries.
Section 33, chapter 212 of the Revised Laws, provides that “whoever 
wilfully disturbs persons assembled in a public library, or a reading 
room connected therewith, by making a noise or in any other manner 
during the time when such library or reading room is open to the public 
shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than thirty days or 
by a fine of not more than fifty dollars.”
L and may be taken for L ibrary Buildings.
Section 47 of chapter 25 of the Revised Laws provides that “  any land 
within the limits of a city or town not appropriated to public uses” may 
be taken “for the purpose of erecting thereon a building to be used for 
a public school, a library, or an engine house, or for the enlargement 
of a lot of land taken or used for such purpose,” — but the land thus 
taken may not exceed two acres in extent.
P ublic D ocuments.
Under provisions of chapter 9 of the Revised Laws, each town and 
city library is entitled to receive a copy of the Manual of the General 
Court, the Blue Book, and a copy of the series of public documents.
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